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Harry Potter vs. Hamlet

1-2

The influence of “trash culture” threatens to damage children’s ability to
spell everyday words, research by Oxford University Press suggests.
“Trash culture” is a term commonly used by researchers and teachers to
describe the popular culture of music, movies and sports.

Elementary school and junior high school students can no longer spell
“Shakespeare” or “Jane Austen” correctly but have no problem getting
David Beckham’s name right or spelling words such as “Battledroid” or
“Hogwarts.” C

An Oxford University Press spokesperson admitted that the poll may
increase concern about the influence of trash culture. On the other hand,
the poll also proved that children could spell complex or unusual words cor-
rectly if they were interested in a subject.

Only 28 percent of students aged 10 to 12 could spell “parliament” and 24
percent could spell “Edinburgh.” By contrast, 85 percent knew how to
write “Hogwarts,” the name of the school attended by Harry Potter in J. K.
Rowling’s books.
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Only one in ten children could spell “mystique,” which the Oxford
University Press said, was not surprising for such an unusual and difficult
word. However, when the researchers were referring to the girl band
“Mis-teeq,” many students (37 percent) did spell it correctly.

One spokesperson said that, “Although this survey may increase concern 5
about the influence of trash culture on our children, it also shows what
they can achieve once their enthusiasm is sparked.”

threaten to [~ 4 5%Nh»H 5| Oxford University Press [4 v 7 A7 — FAFMNRA ]
get ~ right [~% &HA L35 - HiF5] “Battledroid” [N MV FO 4 FIEIZ 5 —7 4 —
ApuRy bEEOA) | poll [#iH#HAE] mystique [HH5M:] refer to [~%FH <35
spark [~%0&7:T5%]

EXERCISES

Pari One~ Answer the following with information from the story.
1. Another way to say “trash culture” is:

a. Shakespeare culture. b. popular culture.

c. everyday culture. d. teachers’ culture.

2. Children can spell complex words if:
a. they study many hours. b. they go to the movies often.

c. they read many books. d. they are interested in a subject.

3. What percentage of children could spell the name of Harry Potter’s

school?
a. 24 percent. b. 28 percent.
c. 58 percent. d. -85 percent.

4. What percentage of children could spell “mystique™?
a. b percent. b. 10 percent.
¢. 15 percent. d. 37 percent.



Part Two- Choose the word or phrase that best completes the sentence.

1. Sweet potatoes are now grown all ( ) the world.
(A) in (B) for (C) over (D) to

2. Please complete the order form ( ) ink.
(A) to (B) within (C) of (D) in

3. I remember talking with him ( ) the phone last week.
(A) in (B) into (©) to (D) on

4. You have been a valued customer ( ) over 10 years.
(A) to (B) for (C) in (D) at

Pari Three~ Choose the word or phrase that makes the following sen-
tences incorrect.

1. We would like to work to you on this project.
A B C D

2. The enclosed profile is a summary of me experience.

A B C D

3. We hope that your understand the dilemma we face.
A B C D

4. Our company recently moved into a new buildings.
A B C D
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Part Four - For each question, you will see a picture in the textbook and
you will hear four statements. The statements will be spoken just one
time. They will not be printed in your book, so you must listen carefully
to understand what the speaker says.

When you hear the four statements, look at the picture below and
choose the statement that best describes what you see in the picture.
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