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Chapter I
1 Welcome to My Bower

1-02

ach year male deer and moose grow

large antlers. During the mating season
they sharpen their antlers and use them as
a display of strength to frighten other males
away. If necessary, the males battle each
other by locking horns. The male of the
bowerbird species, however, has a different
approach. He designs and constructs an
attractive building, in which he can make a
visiting female bird feel comfortable.

Vocabulary Check

B 1~60BAEOEKCEDESIC. () [CTFHSEEERVEEL,

1. EEVWEZRDFS ( ) an error

2. ERRZEHT ( ) a statement

3. BEHOBRERARD ( ) parts of the machine

4. HBZHRITD ( ) an eclipse of the sun

5. BBZEZTID () your duty

6. FEEEVOHIRZSZX D () people as an honest man

(@) impress  (b) inspect (c) issue (d) observe (e) perform  (f) spot

1~6DHAICESEE, ZNTNTH SBUIEEL,

a struggle or rivalry for a prize, award, etc.

a person or an animal that lives in a particular place
a very brief sighting

a journey made for a specific purpose

an object used for the purpose of decoration

I
[ T e B s BN o e B o |
—_ g

an official document that allows you to do something

(a) competition (b) expedition (c) glimpse (d) inhabitant (e) ornament (f) permit

Do yoy know?

Which type of animal has the largest number of species?
A. birds B. fish C. mammals D. reptiles ANSWER = See page 7
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A great number of new species have first been spotted in the Foja Mountain
rainforest of New Guinea. Many scientists thus hope to visit that jungle, but getting
there is difficult. There are no paths up the mountain, let alone any roads.
Furthermore, the Indonesian government issues only a few permits each year to allow
exploration of the rainforest. As a result, there are legal obstacles as well as physical
ones. Still, the determined scientist who makes it there will find the trip well worth the
trouble. He or she may discover a species that is new to man.

The golden-fronted bowerbird only recently became known to science. Early
explorers and scientists drew sketches of the birds they saw. They also brought back
fabulous stories of the bowerbird’s architectural ability. However, since they were
unable to capture or bring back any live birds, many people doubted that the golden-
fronted bowerbird really existed. In 1981 the famous scientist Jared Diamond was in
the Foja Mountain rainforest and caught a glimpse of this particular species.
Unfortunately, he was not able to draw his camera out quickly enough to get the first
photographic evidence of the fabled bird.

Nearly 25 years later another scientist, Bruce Beehler, led an expedition to the
same jungle. To the astonishment and joy of his group, they were able to observe —
and photograph — the elusive golden-fronted bowerbird!

It is ironic that the bowerbird was so hard to find. Among its own kind, this bird is
anything but shy. In fact, it is a real show-off. To attract a mate, the male makes a
beautiful bower. Bowers are shaded or private areas. The ones constructed by the
bowerbird are often located under a tree or bush. Some bowers may have a thatched
roof with sticks used as supporting columns.

The main purpose of the bower is to impress female bowerbirds. To do so, this
creative bird arranges ornaments, such as brightly colored berries, to decorate the
bower. These decorations are carefully, and sometimes symmetrically, arranged for
the most pleasing effect. As for competition with other males, the bowerbird works

1. the Foja Mountain [7+ Y ¥ lUik] 7V 7oEE LTSN 5,
2. getting there [Z 2285352 &) 3. let alone... [GEFITRELEHITHAVT) kb bAA] 4. permits
[Frrss] 6. Still, [Zhicd»h»b 53] 6. makes it there [ZZ129) L7z P oL ] 6. find the trip well
worth the trouble [Z® ki 535D LAV 5 L bh4] 8. The golden-fronted bowerbird [T K> =
7Y Y] AXAHICERT 2820cmo B, MZO=7 FY (EMBE]D EALICH 5+ ZA0WE» ST Hhi,
11. live birds [4:&Tw2% 5| 13. caught a glimpse of ~ [~%Z A F772] 17. To the astonishment ...
group [ —{IEEXZ L CEALZ L] 20. anything but... [P L3 ... Thwv] HFpl—-far from, by no
means. 20. a real show-off [72\"~AZ%H V5759 E] 20. a beautiful bower = [Speaking of which, ...]
22. a thatched roof ... columns [Bx k& LCHAL2ERZEMR] 26. symmetrically A4 #riz]
27. but is aware of ... made L2 Lo B (KEZ) ffoTwb I E2HM->Twah] 33. pleased that ...
round (57 v FAED-Z LIZ&K% X < LTJ round = one part of a competition. U & F 3 KBE/ED TEHE R
#bH27, L) Z &, 34 mating dance [RES V2




Chapter 1

alone but is aware of the other bowers being made.

And how is this bower used to impress the females? While each bowerbird species
has its own particular behavior, generally a female bird first inspects all of the bowers 30
in the area, usually when the male birds are absent. About a week later the female
makes a return visit to the bowers that passed her first test. This time the male is
present and, pleased that he made his way to the second round, he performs his
mating dance. The female may jump up and leave in the middle of the performance,
or she may watch the entire show and continue to keep him in mind. After making the ss
potential mates wait for another week or so, the female makes her final choice and
returns to the bower of her chosen mate. Have you ever heard of a more gentle
competition in the animal world?

AXDARBIC—HITZEDRTIC. —BULEVBDIGFICOEDIFEE L,
1. T/F Bruce Beehler tried, but failed, to photograph of a bowerbird in 1981.
2. T/F Bowerbirds help each other make their bowers.
3. T/F The mating bowerbird dance is performed by the male of the species.

M AXORBICED &SICa~ch 5V EDRY. NEERRBSBHE L,
1. The riches of jungle will [ a. increase b. repay c. erase ] the difficulties in
getting there.
2. Because of the unique nature of bowerbirds, people were [ a. unconvinced of
b. ashamed of c. pleased with ] their existence.
3. When it comes to finding a mate, bowerbirds are far from [ a. shy b. active
c. intelligent ].

M () [CADESEEEED SBY. DEDSSNISEFEHICEL TEELIL,

1. The limited number of permits to enter the jungle creates a ( )

barrier.
. The golden-fronted bowerbird was ( ) only quite recently.

3. Beautifully decorated bowers illustrate the ( ) abilities of the
birds.

4. Male birds try to give female birds a ( ) impression with their
bowers.

5. Female birds generally made their first visit to a bower when the male birds are
not ( ).

create legal photograph please present
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Guest Lecturer: Prof. Benchley

B [EoCHEFXT?] LETAINYFU—HBEOLIF+—TCTT, () ADHEFEZRER

DCEETAHIEEL,

“Shall ‘I’ dance?”

Why does the male bowerbird make such an intricate structure? The simple
reason is to attract a mate. But there is more to the story than that. Many animals
rely on having a ( ) appearance, but the bowerbird does not generally
have beautiful feathers or brightly colored markings. He does not have a lot of
strength to show off or the ability to battle with rivals in a dramatic manner. Instead,
the bowerbird relies on his extraordinary talent to ( ) potential mates
with his creativity. To begin with, the bowerbird builds a good-looking bower and
then he performs a dance. The male birds thus have to learn two things: how to make

an attractive bower and how to dance properly. As these are both ( )
behaviors, older males have a better chance of attracting a mate than the younger
males do.

Furthermore, once a bowerbird has a proper bower and attracts a ( )

mate, he may discover that his dance breaks off the budding relationship. In order to
impress her, his dance must be active enough, to be sure; however, if he dances too
energetically he may ( ) the female away. As a result, the younger birds
are continuously learning how to improve their style and pay attention to the effect
that they are having on their potential mates. After all this error correction,
bowerbirds become expert builders and dancers.

Considering the number of wars and other too often repeated mistakes made in the
human world, it seems that we humans can learn a lot by ( ) our
feathered friend, the bowerbird. By learning from their mistakes, bowerbirds improve
their situation and can look forward to a brighter future.

nglish for Keeps

I =% [A] OEXCDOWVT, () HAOBEZE. XOEKICES &S [CBEYFRESEICE
ATV, DEIC, [B]l DENZHAFEZEY MIUTEBELTHEL S,
(1) [A] The speaker made an (impress, ) speech at the party.

[B] In order to attract female birds, male birds

of leaves, sticks and other objects.
(BT LI ZIFECT)
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(2) [A] More than three ( absent, ) without notice will result in a
failing grade.

[B] Female birds normally visit a bower
(F ADE=FRIT)
(3) [A] Our daughters would often ( competition, ) each other.

[B] Two male birds for a female bird.
(fLmITEHEOED)

M toLsFv—ESZICLT MBIARER] OBLHEIZI—LES,
To begin with, the bowerbird builds a good-looking bower and... [p.16, 1.7]
(FFIFUHIC, BIFIDRICHA DARREZED, LT )
his dance must be active enough, to be sure; however... [p.16,1.14]
(HEDTEDYT VA FT7 T T « TTIEIFNUSIESIEWVHY )

To begin with¥to be sureld. FEPEMEBICKESIEDTEHDITTIFEL. INREIFHIIILT
XA EIg8d D, (To be frank with you,> {strange to say,> <so to speak,> D&>ICIEFH
HIERAENZ .

More examples

¢ To tell the truth, I do not really like to exercise.
¢ To make matters worse, it began to rain heavily.

You create one!

1) FFTFEDIC. FVSA VIBRENFTTHE D,

2) 1eLDCRWVT AT« PIEH BEEFFERICBEIETDHINEDNTE,

fnswer to

Do yoy know?

There are many more fish species than there are for any other vertebrates.
However, the number of invertebrates (animals that do not have a backbone)
is much higher. There are around 30,000 fish species, for example, but
nearly a million insect species.

A ® Cc D






