Preface

Made in Britain was conceived in 2008 as a result of a series of discussions
involving the authors about the various influences different countries had had
on shaping the modern world. As two of the authors are British, these discus-
sions naturally turned to how much of the modern world had been made in
Britain. As discussions continued, we soon realised that British contributions
to the world we live in today have been many and various. And so this book
was born.

All of the topics we have written about are ones that have either originated
in Britain or have been significantly influenced by British ideas. All of the
topics reflect aspects of the modern world which have an impact on our daily
lives today, whether it is in the clothes we wear, the music we listen to, or the
hobbies and sports we enjoy. We hoped that the idea that a small country could
change the world so much would interest students and at the same time en-
courage them to find out more about these topics, develop their own opinions
and debate them actively.

The resulting 20 essays try to examine a wide variety of topics that will help
students to better understand Britain and her influence on worldwide trends,
including some in Japan. The topics include the worldwide popularity of British
sports, the impact of the English language on the world, British food, music,
science, fashion, and a really cute car. We hope the topics will be interesting,
stimulating, and encourage students to learn more about Britain.

It has been a pleasure and a privilege to work again with Professor Shi-
mamura of Chuo University and Mr John Barton, who has brought his wide-
ranging knowledge to the project. I would also like to acknowledge the help we
have received from Seibido during the writing process.

Finally, while we have striven to keep the text as accurate and as up-to-date
as possible, it is inevitable when writing about rapidly changing trends, that
some things will have changed between the time when the book was written,

and the time it is published.

Anthony Sellick
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My English, Your English, Our English

-

I Useful Words

Choose a word from the list below to complete each sentence.

1. Although he speaks good English, his language is French.
2. Tokyo Tower is a landmark, so many people meet there.
3. Over many years, she has great skill in her painting.
4. The of the Native Americans travelled to America from
Asia.
5. Picasso’s genius was ; no-one has painted like him since.
ancestors unique conspicuous native developed

I Reading

© This is a book about ideas and
products that came from Britain,
but which have had a big influence Metas B
on the world. Of all the things ;
that have come from Britain, the
English language is probably the \
one that everybody can most eas- |
ily identify.

@ English has a long and com- .
plex history, which began when &%

Germanic-speaking tribes called

Creator of “Crazy English”, Li Yang, teaches English to sev-
the Jutes, Angles and Saxons set- eral thousand students attending a class in Tianjin, China,

. . on January 3rd, 2003. His classes draw huge crowds in a
tled among the native Celts in the country where English is recognised as the international

language of business.

south of England in the 5th cen-
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tury. Their languages gradually combined and mixed with Old Norse, spoken
by Vikings who had settled in the north and east of England, to become Old
English. After the Normans invaded from Normandy in what is now modern-
day France, Old English began to slowly change into Middle English. Middle
English was a synthesis of the French spoken by the Normans, the Old English
spoken before the Norman Conquest, and the Latin used by the Roman Catho-
lic Church. Finally, by around 1550, Middle English became Modern English
— which you are reading now.

© One of the results of the complicated history of English, is that British
names are often a mixture of various languages. Take the names of the au-
thors, John Barton and Anthony Sellick, for example. John comes from Yéhan-
nan, which means “Yahweh is gracious” in Hebrew — which was the original
language of the Old Testament of the Bible. Barton comes from Old English,
and it means “barley town”. Anthony comes from Antonius, which was a Ro-
man family name. Finally, Sellick comes from a Celtic language called Cor-
nish, and it means “conspicuous”. These names give hints that our ancestors
came from different parts of England: Barton from the north of England, and
Sellick from the south-west of England. In other words, we can trace our fam-
ily history through our names.

O Another result of this mixing is that English has a very large vocabulary.
In fact, English probably has the largest vocabulary of any language, with
over half a million words listed in the Oxford English Dictionary. This large
vocabulary gives English a great deal of flexibility. For example, cow (from Old
English) refers to a kind of animal, while beef (from French) refers to its meat.
In French, however, the word boeuf is used to refer to both cows and their
meat. English also absorbs words from foreign languages very easily. Words
like sushi and karaoke are as much a part of English today as they are a part
of Japanese.

@ Between the 17th and 19th centuries, English spread around the world, first
as the language of the British Empire, and then as the language of business as
America’s economic power developed through the 20th century. Today, English
is the first language of about 350 million people, and the second language of

nearly 1 billion people. It is the native language of more than 30 countries,
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and an official language of more than 50 countries. English has become the
international language of science and communication. Over 80 per cent of web
pages on the internet are written in English, and over 95 per cent of scientific
papers are written in English — even though fewer than half of the authors are
native speakers of English. Given the importance of English as a language of
commerce and science, it is perhaps not surprising to learn that the two coun-
tries with the greatest numbers of English speakers are India and China.

® Unlike many languages, English does not have a central language authority
like the Académie franc¢aise which sets the standards of the language. In other
words, each form of English is generally considered to be equal. As a result of
this, today there are many Englishes, such as British English, American Eng-
lish, Australian English, Indian English and Singlish (Singaporean English).
This has also allowed some specialised varieties of English to be developed.
@ Basic English is a simplified variety of English that has about 1000 words.
It was developed by Charles Ogden in 1930 in order to make international
communication easy. Today, it is mostly used by manufacturing companies to
write manuals for the users of their products.

@ Airspeak, Seaspeak, and Policespeak are special kinds of English used by
pilots, sailors and policemen for easy international communication. They were
developed in the 1980s after some accidents were caused by communication
problems. They have very small vocabularies, so they are easy to learn and
understand. For example, speakers use the phrase, “Say again”, whenever they
want to hear something repeated.

© Perhaps the reason for the enduring success of English is its unique flex-
ibility. Speakers of English can adapt it to their needs. Whether they need a
simplified language with a small vocabulary or a complex language with many
tens of thousands of words, they can make an English that suits them and

which they can use to communicate with people around the world.
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I Comprehension

Look at the following statements. Write T if the statement is tfrue, and Fif it is
false. Write the number of the paragraph where you find the answer in the
parenthesis.

1. 0Old English became Modern English in 1550. # )
2. British names can tell you where families originally came from.
(# )
3. Over 95 per cent of internet web pages are written in English.
(# )
4. The British government sets standards for spoken and written
English. # )
5. The English language developed from many different languages.
(# )

| Guided Writing (3) -

Fill each space with the best word from the list below.

flexibility = synthesised vocabulary different absorb various

English was 1) over a long time from many 2)

languages, such as those of the Normans and the Saxons. The languages of

the 3) peoples living in England slowly changed and mixed

together until they became the English that we know today. Maybe this is

why English has such a large and interesting 4 . One reason
for the continuing success of English is its 5 , which allows
it to easily ¢) new words and lets the users adapt it to their
needs.





