PREFACE

What exactly is European culture? This is not an easy question to answer.
For me, European culture is like a gorgeous garden. The variety of flowers
represents the cultural contributions of the people from the different nations of
Europe. Throughout the centuries, each generation has cared for the new
flowers that they have planted. As we explore this magnificent garden, we
can appreciate the great cultural accomplishments of the various Europeans.
This garden is Europe’s gift to the world.

When we talk about European culture, it is easy to focus only on the great
traditions of the past. But European culture is much more than magnificent
art, breathtaking architecture, great literature, classical music and provocative
philosophy. It also includes the exciting innovations of the present. After
all, Europeans are famous for their achievements in science, technology, ecol-
ogy, fashion, food, education, and human rights.

The creation of the European Union in 1993 has opened a new chapter in
European culture. For the first time in history, Europeans have agreed to
overlook their differences and to create a European federation—that is, a kind
of “United States of Eurobe.” They understand that being European does not
threaten their local, regional and national identity.

Thanks to the EU, Europeans are redefining their culture. They are blend-
ing old traditions with new directions. They are combining their memories
of the past with their dreams for the future. Today European culture is
dynamic, creative and diverse.

European culture has always fascinated me. As a student, I studied and
traveled in Europe. As an adult, I have lived, taught and done research in
Europe. During these years, [ have explored the garden of European culture
and admired the amazing variety of beautiful flowers that grow there. Now I
would like to share these experiences with you. I hope that this book will
help you appreciate European culture. Then you will understand why I com-
pare European culture to a garden of gorgeous flowers.

Joan McConnell, Ph.D.
August 23, 2003
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PRE-READING QUESTIONS

1. Have you ever been to Europe?
2. Do you know what the euro is?

3. Can you name ten European countries?

I. M. Pei Pyramid at the Louvre Museum



2 Chapter 1 Whatis Europe?

READING PASSAGE

attach: join, fasten [{ >
1%, #0005

Arctic: [t |
huge: very big [EX#%, Ik
Kz

immigrants: [ R ]

unification: [#—, A&

agenda: a list of items to be
discussed at a meeting [£35%
B,

domestic: [HE®D, EHAO ]
currency: the system or type
of money that a particular
country uses [HH ]
replace: take the place of

[EoTHPB, MYERL]
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il What is Europe? The answer is easy if you look at geog-
raphy. As you know, Europe is a continent attached? to
Asia on the east. On the other three sides, it is surround-
ed by water: the icy Arctic Ocean to the north, the huge?
Atlantic Ocean to the west, and the blue Mediterranean
Sea to the south. There are mountains, valleys, lakes,
rivers, forests and islands.

H Europe is much more than geography. Today it is a con-
tinent with more than 40 independent nations. The
Europeans use about 40 local languages. There are also
many non-European languages which are spoken by the
immigrants from Asia and Africa. Europe has a long,
exciting history. Its rich culture has influenced people all
over the world.

El Europe is also a continent which has dreamed about
unification. On November 1, 1993, twelve nations joined
together to form the European Union or EU, as it is called.
Since then, new members have been accepted. Many
nations in central and eastern Europe want to join the EU,
but first they must meet the requirements for member-
ship. When all the European countries belong to the EU,
the dream of unification will finally become a reality.

El The European Union is changing Europe’s role in the
world. The representatives elected to the European
Parliament plan the economic and political agenda for
domestic and international affairs. The official curren-
cy of the EU is the euro. On January 1, 2002, it

.replaced® the national currencies of almost every mem-

ber nation. Thanks to the euro, business in Europe is
faster and more competitive, especially at the international
level.
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Chapter 1 What is Europe? 3

H The EU is unlike the empires of the past because it is a
voluntary? federation of nations. For the first time in
European history, this continent has been unified by
mutual agreement rather than by political conquest or
5 convenient marriages. The EU represents the people’s
choice, not the rulers’ political ambitions® or their per-
sonal greed.
B Europe is a continent where identity has always been
an important issue. The inhabitants are proud of their
10 local, regional or national identity because it unites them
to their particular community. Some experts predicted
that the EU would weaken this identity, but they are
wrong. The inhabitants still define their identity in terms
of cities, regions or nations. Italians announce that they
15 are Florentine, Roman or Venetian. The inhabitants of
Barcelona insist that they are Catalan, not Spanish.
Parisians boast that their city represents the true spirit of
France.
@ Despite all the differences, the citizens of the various
20 nations are proud to be European. What exactly is this
European identity? In the past, it was a feeling based on
shared traditions and a common culture. Today it is a
reality because Europe is becoming a unified continent.
This European identity does not, however, replace the peo-
25 ple’s local, regional and national identity. Visitors some-
times wonder how Europeans can have two or three differ-
ent identities. For Europeans, these multiple identities
are a normal part of their tradition.
Bl Europe is a continent where the old and the new exist
3 side by side. Unlike the Japanese or the Americans,
Europeans prefer to preserve the old instead of replacing
it with something new. For them, the new is not automati-
cally better than the old. In their opinion, everybody—
European and non-European—can learn important lessons

35 from the past. For this reason, Europeans try to find har- |

mony between the old and the new.

voluntary: | H5EM7%
federation: a union of indi-
vidual states that have con-
trol over their own internal
affairs but are controlled by
a central government for
national decisions ¥}, &
R

mutual: [FHH® ]
ambitions: [EF(:]

greed: a strong desire for
more wealth, possessions,
power, ete. | &HkJ

identity: a strong feeling of
belonging to a particular
group, race ete. HAPE AL
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4 Chapter 1 What is Europe?

interrupt: [HF#i$ 5 |

Joie de vivre: a feeling of
great happiness and enjoy-
ment of life (7 7 ¥ Ak
(A% 2580

TRUE OR FALS

El Europe is a continent where the individual is often more
important than the group. Europeans have not cultivated
the art of group harmony (wa). They prefer to express
their feelings, their ideas and their personality. They
teach their children the importance of being an individual.
In Europe, individualism is respected. Everybody has the
right to be an individual, but individuals have the respon-
sibility to respect each other, even when they disagree.

il Finally Europe is a continent where people enjoy life.
They interrupt® their busy schedule for a cappuccino or a
glass of wine. They stop to admire a beautiful building, an
elegant shop window, a gorgeous sunset, or a flashy sports
car. They insist that a good meal must be enjoyed in the
company of friends. They believe that vacations keep you
healthy and happy. After a few days in Europe, most visi-
tors slow down and relax. They begin to feel European.
Then they can appreciate the joy of life—or joie de vivre,
as the French say.

—

|-
[ -

1. On November 1, 1993, the nations in central and eastern Europe joined

the EU. (#3)

2. The euro is the official currency of the EU. (#4)

3. The EU nations have been unified by political conquest. (#5)

4. The EU has not weakened the local, regional and national identity of the

inhabitants. (#6)

5. For Europeans, new things are much better than old ones. (#8)
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Exercises 5

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

Please answer with complete sentences.

1. Describe the geography of Europe. (#1)

What kind of agenda does the European Parliament plan? (#4)
Why is the European Union unlike the empires of the past? (#5)
What did some experts predict about the EU? (#6)

Why do Europeans prefer to preserve the old? (#8)

What do Europeans teach their children? (#9)

S N R o

Why do Europeans believe that vacations are important? (#10)

GUIDED SUMMARY 2
Please complete with words from the list.

What is Europe? The answer to this question is not easy. Europe is a

1 of many different 2 . The inhabitants speak
many different 3 . For centuries, Europeans have dreamed
about 4 . In 1993, twelve nations created a voluntary
5 called the European Union (EU). Thanks to the EU,
Europeans have a new 6 . They are proud to be European, but
they have not forgotten their local, regional or 7 identity.
Europe is also a continent where the old and the 8 coexist. In
general, Europeans believe that the 9 is more important than
the group. They also like to 10 life.

(a) new (b) languages (c) federation (d) national
(e) enjoy (f) individual (g) continent (h) unification
(i) cultures (j) identity




6 Exercises

VOCABULARY EXPANDER WITH TOEIC WORDS
Please arrange the words to form a correct sentence that means the same as the
Japanese sentence.

1. BT HE0S, WWIZTRXVEL o) 22WBWTWVWBENE ) hHENI DT
{728,
(a) the label is (b) Make sure that (c) before you mail it
(d) firmly attached to the parcel

2. HoldELTE L, EEOMRZHE,
(a) the price and (b) a huge profit (c) They raised (d) made

3. BEMFEDVD BT CREFAH I TRDB7Z59) EFHL TV 5,
(a) replace videos (b) will soon (c) Experts predict
(d) that DVD’s

4. ZL OERE, WIXOHBRTRI T4 PHEEZ LT\Wb,
(a) voluntary service (b) for their community
(c) Many young people (d) do

5. Ebhid Y X 72720, HIEEEDS SHib 7z,
(a) by his colleagues (b) to be disliked (¢) Too much ambition
(d) caused him

6. TVa rhPEEiLIOTN, Fr i —2EZE >,
(a) but Cathy (b) John started (c) to speak (d) interrupted him

Holy Roman Empire #EO0—v&HE (962 ~ 1806)
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