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$L Reading 1-02

In the past 100 years, the United Kingdom has lost many things: its status as a
world superpower, its empire, a large part of its manufacturing industry, even its once
extensive rail network has been greatly cut back. Having lost so much, it is perhaps
lucky that the British people have a reputation for being good losers.

Now, Britain finds itself not only geographically but also politically on the
outskirts of Europe. Although a member of the European Union, it has not joined the
euro, preferring to keep the pound, and often disagreeing with its European partners
about the EU’s future.

As manufacturing industry has hollowed out, these days less than 10 per cent of
British workers are employed in this sector. In our daily lives, it may be hard to find
something actually made in Britain, or even made by a British company.

Despite such drastic changes, the UK still holds a large presence on the world
stage. It is a permanent member of the United Nations Security Council, a member of
the nuclear club, a member of the G8 group of leading industrialized nations and has
played a significant role in the major world conflicts of the recent past.

Many people may disagree with certain policies that Britain has followed,
notably its participation in the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, but it has nevertheless
kept a relatively positive world image. The BBC Country Rating Poll of 2011 placed
Britain second in terms of its positive influence on the world (Germany ranked
number one and Japan came in fifth).

@ The fact is that Britain remains influential and generally popular. The British
Royal Family, headed by Queen Elizabeth II, is probably the most famous in the world,
boosted further by the marriage of the attractive young couple, Prince William and
Kate Middleton.

British art and culture continue to make a big impact in the world. In Hollywood,
a British movie, The King’s Speech, received the 2010 Academy Award for Best
Picture.

As noted above, ‘Made in Britain’ may be a label that is difficult to find these
days, but British design and creativity are still going strong. One surprising example
is found at the American technology firm, Apple, famous for its iPhone and iPad
products. Although Steve Jobs was the American business genius behind Apple’s
success, the man credited with designing its popular products is Jonathan Ive, a
British industrial designer from London.

@ Britain is sometimes said to ‘punch above its weight’ on the world stage. While
this may be so, these are nevertheless difficult times and Britain faces the same
forces of change and cold winds of economic hardship as other countries.

— 2 —



manufacturing industry #3523 on the outskirts of ~ ~DiZFNIZ euro L— 1 (EU OH—
B HAL) pound K ¥ F(HEE @ H A7) hollow out 223 L3 % the United Nations
Security Council [EH % &R A (BB 2 HE LORBERIERKBE) nuclear club %
257K AL -0 - FOBBEEENSES)  the G8 group of leading industrialized nations
F % 8 # [E (G8 1Z Group of Eight ®%) BBC Country Rating Poll BBC ElBJ#f &4 (BBC 1%
WEFE DKL)  Queen Elizabeth II ZEx ) X Z 2k (7647 1952-) The King’s Speech[ ¥
FFE»AE—F] Academy Award for Best Picture 7 7 ¥ I —EDOIEME  (be)credited
with~ ~&#% 2z 5 Twb  ‘punch above its weight [E DL OB 2 AT 5 ]

ﬂ— Comprehension Questions
KOBMICHT 2 b MY R 21T —7 2T RS0,

1. In the first paragraph, what is ‘lucky’ for the British people?
[ The fact that they were a superpower a long time ago.
[J The fact that they can take losses in good spirit.
[ The fact that they are in a better situation now than 100 years ago.

2. How does the passage describe Britain in Europe today?
[ It does not have a central role in Europe or the EU.
(] As one of Europe’s larger countries, it has a leading role in the EU.
(] It is planning to withdraw from the EU.

3. What was given as evidence for Britain’s relative popularity in the world?
(] Britain’s permanent membership of the UN Security Council.
(] The results of a survey.
(] Its role in helping to end the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.

4. Which of these is the best summary for this story?
(] Britain is in a decline that cannot be reversed, despite the success of its culture.
(] Despite a change to its status in the world, Britain is still a country with influence.
(] Britain can be expected to improve its status in the world, despite recent problems.

YL Vocabulary Practice

ROLZTRREE L7202, AT okbBEYLHNZRI LIV, &b, H21
XRIZEPN TV L TFOBRFEOPIIH Y 5,

1. Britain used to have an empire, which stretched all around the world. [1]

2. reforms are needed to improve the service on British railways. [4]

3. Virgin is a well-known British company, the charismatic business
leader Sir Richard Branson. [6]

4. Sir Alexander Fleming, the famous British scientist, the Nobel Prize
for discovering penicillin. [7]




¥ Read and Listen € 1-03

CD ZHWTHRDBYW DO =7 2T H SV BRO DD L RWVERN DS T,
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1. The United Kingdom is made up of... The United Kingdom

[J 2 countries.

(] 3 countries. ’ .

(] 4 countries.

2. The full name 1s ‘the United Kingdom of... o
(] England, Scotland and Wales.’ h::’::::;" % .
(] Britain.’

(] Great Britain and Northern Ireland.’
England

3. A citizen of the UK is called...
(] a British person.
(] a Ukanian.
(] an Englander.

4. Many people from Scotland feel that...
(] they are British, not Scottish.
(] they are Scottish, not British.
(] they are English.

!vamng

HAXOBRZ LT HELE %D L), ZHBTZHD LIV,

Q: What is your impression of the UK?
A: ( ) but it seems to be an interesting country, I think.

AT-722L13H 0 FEAD, HHZ) REZERVET,]

Q: Why do people say ‘the UK?’ Isn’t it just ‘England?’

A: Actually, the UK ( ): England, Scotland, Wales and
Northern Ireland.
[EBICIE, BEIZ 4 Y275 F, 2avy b5 F, 72—V X, LTl
TAT Y] O4DDEPHEY Vo TVWE T ]

Q: Why has Britain kept the pound, instead of adopting the euro?

A:It'sa( ). One reason 1is ( ). The majority
of British people ( ).
[ZNIIHMELIETT, 1 20BHIFIMHHTT, EEADE IZ—uBEIz
A 72K B DTY ]

Q: Would you like to visit Britain? (Answer the question and give a reason for your
answer.)




GRAMMAR POINTS FROM THE READING PASSAGE

as DI FEFIFHHE
A) as + % [~ LT (»)]

its status as a world superpower
% as DRIC [HW] 2 [BEHK] 2T 2503, EFAPEKINDL 2 EDE 0,

B)las S+V [~%»DT]
As manufacturing industry has hollowed out, these days less than 10 per
cent of British workers are employed in this sector.

Clas S +V [~ (¥5) £912]
As noted above, ‘Made in Britain’ may be a label that is difficult to find these

days.
* ZCTIRFEHEE be BFDPEMENTVD, FREHCI - Ty FikL BB BIE S
5ZtbdH5b,

D) thesame AasB  [B &L A
Britain faces the same forces of change and cold winds of economic

hardship as other countries.
% & Z TlZ. other countries P dh & ® do (= face) BEMENT WS, 72, as R

R LTlib s b DIZid the same A as B D1EA 12, suchAasB (= A suchas B)
[BOLIBRAl RENDAH,

YL Grammar Practice Exercises

QA 75 @) PDLEHUERD as ZHLLE () 25 (d) L D EFZ IV,

(1) As it was getting dark, I went home.

(2) I have never heard such stories as you tell.

(3) Who is going to act as chairman of this club?

(4) He studied abroad, as did his father and grandfather.

(a) Leave the room as it is.

(b) As you are leaving last, turn off the lights and lock the door.
(c) As your family doctor, I recommend you to quit smoking.
(d) My sister works in the same building as you.

D @) ) 4)





