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College Sports:

Multibillion Dollar Amateurs
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The woman is wrong about college athletes.
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True False

| Readin§ Passage J
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Sports are a big business in America. Professional
sports are a multibillion dollar industry, with the leading
players making millions of dollars a year from salary,
bonuses and sponsoring products. Of course, this is true in
many other countries, too. What is unique about America,
however, is that college sports, run by the National
Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA), are also a
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multibillion dollar industry.

College sports are extremely popular in the United
States. Big games are shown on nationwide TV and college
sports are followed by millions of excited fans, especially
graduates of the colleges involved. Having a successful
sports team is also a big advantage for a college, as this
adds greatly to its reputation. As a result, enormous
amounts of money are invested in college sports. Colleges
compete to hire the best coaches, who often earn better
salaries than all the teachers, and even the college
president! Having the best, modern facilities is also
important, so colleges often invest millions of dollars in
new stadiums.

In many ways, college sports are a benefit to the
colleges, the students who play them, and the people who
enjoy watching them. Sports scholarships often provide
promising young athletes with the opportunity to attend
colleges they would otherwise never be able to afford.
What is more, professional teams watch college teams
very closely with a view to picking up the stars of
tomorrow.

There are also disadvantages. There have been cases
of colleges awarding false grades so that they can hold on
to sports stars that are failing academically. One of the
biggest criticisms of college sports, however, is in the
treatment of the young players. Like professional teams,
successful sports teams can bring colleges a lot of money
from ticket sales and television rights, etc. But colleges
have one big advantage over pro teams: they do not have
to pay their players. In principle, the players are amateurs
who play for free. For many of these young athletes, their
sporting duties take up so much of their time that they
may even fail to graduate. In other words, many will come
to the end of their college years with no money, no college

degree and no chance of a professional sporting career.
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Unit 1 College Sports: Multibillion Dollar Amateurs
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1. Which sentence does NOT apply to college sports in the U.S.?
a. It makes large amounts of money. b. The athletes are well paid.
c. The stadiums are well equipped. d. Games can be enjoyed on television.

2. Why do colleges invest a lot of money in sports?
a. They have to do so by law.
b. Students prefer colleges with good sports teams.
c¢. Sporting success boosts their reputation.
d. They want to attract professional athletes.

3. Why are professional teams interested in college sports?
a. To find future star players b. To learn new techniques
c. To appear in televised games d. To offer scholarships

4. How do colleges recruit the best coaches?
a. By giving them the best players
b. By offering them very high salaries
c. By promising them television rights
d. By building the best facilities

5. According to the passage, what may happen to some college athletes?
a. They may get injured.
b. They may not graduate.
c. They need several years to graduate.
d. They may lose all their money.

O Summary J
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Professional sports in the U.S. are a multibillion dollar 1 , but

so too are college sports. Top colleges compete to h the best

sports coaches, whose salaries are sometimes even higher than those of college
presidents. For the colleges, having successful sports teams is a way to improve

their r . Professional teams watch college teams closely to

recruit p star players. Unlike professional athletes, however,

college athletes do not get paid. Some of them spend so much time playing

sports that they cannot study and sometimes even f to graduate.




QQ Vocabulary and Expression Meanings J
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() multibillion 1. HHEHED
() extremely 2. BER
() nationwide 3. 58

() advantage 4. MR

() enormous amounts of 5. &l

() in principle 6. ZED. KED
() reputation 7. RETD
() afford 8. MesX

() facility 9. Ex%
() promising 10. JRREICIE
() invest 11. 2EM%
() treatment 12. #&HT

QQ Vocabulary and Expression Use J
TIREBICADBYRFE R ZEHED OBV, FEEANEL £D,

advantage  extremely  principle  reputation  facility

1. In , college athletes do not receive any money for
playing.

2. There is a big employment in graduating from college.

3. Her rose because of her high TOEFL score.

4. The college plans to spend millions of dollars on a new sports

on campus.

5. Among U.S. universities, Yale and Harvard are
difficult to enter.
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1. ZOZEFMtDZ L DEICHHETIERYET,

countries /in / is / many / other / this / true

2. AR—=VIEKZRICEDTHIHERY FT,
a / are / benefit / colleges / the / to / sports

3. AITETICEZRBALIED DU EEA.

a / able / afford / car /I / never / to / was

4. Te< SADEEBDIRICEPSNET .

amounts / are / enormous / of / spent / studying / time

&Q Dialog Dictation J @4 (4
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Woman: Do you an American NCAA sport?

Man: Yes, basketball. When I was in college, our team was ranked in the

top 20, and the games were shown on TV!

Woman: Wow! That must have been exciting. Did you often go to live
games?
Man: Yes, I did but the tickets sold fast. Fortunately,

students had an when buying tickets.

Woman: That was a clever policy of your school.



@Q True or False Questions with Reasons J

RO %=FhEFhii#A. Reading Passage DABEE D> TWLWAIFEICIE (True) =58>
TWBBAICIE (False) Z&V. OTHAZEL &S, £/ ZOEHEAARETHAL
FL&D,

1. Both professional sports and college sports are multibillion dollar industries.
( True / False )
W

2. Universities with strong sports teams can build a good reputation.
( True / False )
IE

3. No sports scholarships are provided to promising young athletes.
( True / False )
I :

4. Colleges have to pay a lot of money to their sports players.
( True / False )
R -




