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Preface

I am very pleased to have been given this opportunity by Seibido Co., Ltd. to write this
book with my friend Professor Atsushi Mukuhira, with whom I have collaborated on many
books over the years. It seems a good time to be writing about Europe. The EU now has
close to 500 million people, consists of 27 countries and unites the peoples of Europe who
had been separated by the Cold War for so many years. It is a remarkable fact that so
many people have the opportunity now to travel freely to each others’ countries whether
to go on holiday or to work. It is interesting that the English language is playing its part
too in the new Europe, because often English is the language which is used by Europeans
as they travel to countries where they may speak very little of the language or maybe no
words of the language at all!

There are of course many ideas within Europe of what Europe should be. There are
those who would like the EU to become much bigger and take in, for example, a huge
country like Turkey, which has traditionally been viewed as being outside Europe. There
are those who think that Europe is now big enough and should not expand the membership
of the EU further. There are some in Europe who would like the EU to become a much
tighter and stronger federation, with perhaps a very powerful and recognizable figure at
its head. For others, they want the EU to be an association of countries with no more
power going from the member states to its central government. But it is fair to say that
there is a new European feeling. There is now a European generation, that is, young people
for whom the EU has always been part of their lives.

Europe: A Changing Continent takes a tour of some of the best-known parts of Europe.
Although usually it is the capital city of the country which is the title of the chapter, I
have tried to fill in some details about the country itself. Above all, I have tried to give a
feel of what a place is like now — what is “the pulse of the place”. Sometimes it is in the
dialogue section of a chapter that I am able to write about some particular aspect of a
place. So, for example, in Venice we meet someone working in the city but who commutes
into the historic city each day to work; in London we meet someone from Poland who is
working temporarily in the city, and in Denmark we meet someone who lives in
Copenhagen but who spends his weekends outside the city on the coast. I have tried to
give a flavour of the variety of Europe — of its many peoples and its many traditions.

The chances are that many of you reading this book will be planning a visit to Europe
one day, and one motive I have had in choosing the places I have put in the book is to
describe some of the places you would be likely to visit. I cannot imagine, for example,
that anyone planning a trip to Europe for the first time would not put Paris, London and

Rome on their itinerary and probably also Brussels, Barcelona and Berlin. If you were a
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very ambitious traveler, you could for example set off in Greece, as at the beginning of the
book, and end up Prague! I have to say that over two consecutive summers I traveled to
just about all the places I have written about — either to freshen up my memory of them or
to see them for the first time. In some places the photos in the book are ones I took as I
went around, and some of the dialogues in the book reflect actual conversations I had with
people like the young man training to be a chef in Switzerland or the person in Dublin
who talked about how Saint Patrick’s Day is celebrated in America.

I hope you enjoy our book and find it useful. Wherever you go in Europe, try to learn
just a few words of the language like “hello”, “goodbye” and “thank you”. It makes such a
difference as you travel around. I thought about it, but decided that it was best to use the
English version of the place name in the book; so, for example, I write about Florence and
not Firenze, Rome and not Roma — but you should always be aware that the people in a
place will usually have a different name for their city or country from the English version.
Good luck with your studies, and I hope this book will encourage you to study, to keep

learning English and to visit Europe if you have not done so already.

John Randle, London, August 2010
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o Reading' Comprehension ——+ &g 1-04

Greece, in south-eastern Europe, enjoys one
of the most stunning landscapes in the world:
mountains, wide skies and blue sea. Indeed, it
is said that when the blue and white stripes of |
the Greek flag move in the wind, they seem to
resemble the waves of the Aegean Sea. It was i
in this beautiful land that the earliest civilization

in Europe began, and one of the many
descriptions of Greece is “the cradle of
European civilization™.

The history of ancient Greece is both long
and complex. Ancient Greece was not actually
a country as it is today; instead, the ancient
Greeks lived in a number of independent city-
states, each with its own government and

identity. Athens, for example, was renowned for '

its culture and learning, while its great rival, EEEE8 ==
Sparta, was famous for its discipline and  The Greekflagflying in the breeze
fighting spirit. The Greeks also traveled beyond Greece, and as a result, the traveler
will today find many remains of Greek civilization in countries around the
Mediterranean Sea such as southern Italy and Turkey.

One legacy from ancient Greece is still very much with us today, and that is the
Olympic Games. The first recorded Games were held at Olympia in Greece in 776
BC, although it is thought that competitions had been held for some time before that.
The Games were an opportunity for the city-states to compete with each other
peacefully by sending representatives to take part in athletic events and chariot
races.

The Olympic Games died out in the Sth century AD, but the ideal of the Olympics
was revived in the 19th century. The International Olympic Committee was founded
in 1894, and the first of the “new” Games took place in Athens two years later. The
Olympic flame or torch, the symbol of the Olympic Games, derives from the ancient
Greek practice of keeping a fire burning for the duration of the Games. Today the
Olympic torch is lit at Olympia some months before the Games begin and is then
taken in relays to arrive in the stadium for the start of the Olympic Games.



Unit 1 Greece: The Cradle of European Civilization
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o Exercises <

[1] Reading Comprehension DRBEEEA > TV B1HEIE T(True) . &> TUVHL
1%& 13 F(False) &AL E L & Do

1. () The writer says that when the Greek flag moves in the wind, it may look
like the sea.

() It seems the ancient Greeks went to live in different places outside Greece.

() We do not know the date when the first recorded Olympic Games took
place.

4. () The Olympic Games were not revived until the 20th century.

5. () The Olympic flame is first lit in Greece and is then taken to the place

where the Olympic Games are being held.

(2] Reading Comprehension \=#% 3 EERBICOVT, TIHRBERLERICL S D
DEZEVEL &£ Do

1. (. 2) ...one of the most stunning landscapes...

a. amazing b. interesting c¢. colourful

2. (1.9) ..“the cradle of European civilization”.
a. history b. birthplace c. culture

3. (I. 16) ...was renowned for its culture...

a. interested in b. famous for c. happy about

4. (I. 22) One legacy from ancient Greece...

a. sport b. law c. inheritance
5. (I. 33) ...then taken in relays...
a. in stages b. in parts c. in time
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1. T because the blue and

white flag of Greece is flying outside.

[ a, Greek, is, know, restaurant, that ]

2. Athens was once a city-state in Ancient Greece, and now it

[ capital, Greece, is, modern, of, the ]

3. When I went to southern Italy I

of many Greek temples.
[ remains, see, surprised, the, to, was ]

4. The Olympic Games are named after Olympia,

[ a, Ancient, famous, Greece, in, place ]

5. At the opening ceremony of the Olympic Games,
holding the Olympic torch.

[ a, comes, into, runner, stadium, the ]
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Unit 1 Greece: The Cradle of European Civilization

o Dialogue <
(1] EE#EEVT, TIRBICAZED (R6E #BEMUEL &5, Ep 1-05

Hiro is visiting Athens and he is being shown around by a volunteer guide.

Hiro: Thanks very much. I (1)
Maria: You’re very welcome. What did you like best?
Hiro: Well, of course, it was (2)

and the other ancient buildings, but I also really enjoyed the market area.
Maria: Yes, it’s very lively and (3)
Hiro: Are you from Athens, Maria?

Maria: Well, actually, I was born in Cyprus, but now I live in Athens full-time,
working both as a teacher (4)
Hiro: Sounds great!

Maria: Yes, I like teaching and I really enjoy the guiding because you get

(5)
[2] ] 0RECHET 5 Q8A VT, BYLBAEEVELL 5. Ep 1-06
1. ?
a. The Parthenon.
b. The Parthenon and the market.
c. Neither the Parthenon nor the market.
2. ?
a. When it opens.
b. Where it is located.
c. What the atmosphere is like.
3. ?
a. In Cyprus. b. In Athens. ¢. In America.
4. ?
a. One. b. Two. c. Three.
o. ?
a. The pay is good. b. It is good exercise. c. She meets a variety of people.





