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UNIT 1

How Texting Could Kill You

NEW WARNINGS |
DANGEROUS TEXTING

0 Before You Watch

Look at the title and photo and then answer the questions.

1. What is the woman in the photo doing?

2. What do you think could happen when people do
this?




1

UNIT 1 - How Texting Could Kill You

@ Word Match
1. Match each word below with the right definition.

interaction - « © to say that something must not be done
critic * () the act of driving a car or vehicle
) + ©® paying attention to what’s happening
behlnd the Wheel ° around you
ban / outlaw + ) the activity of talking or doing things
with other people
concern - « ® someone who gives a negative opinion
about something
alert .
* @ to find the right way to go
navigate * ® afeeling of worry
deadly - » () a marked place where people can walk

across the street
* @ likely to cause death
@ alaw

legislation -

crosswalk

2. Fill in the blanks with the words above. Change forms if necessary.

a. Getting a job is a great for many graduates.

b. Sweet soft drinks like soda are in many school

cafeterias in the U.S.

c. You should always be when crossing a busy street.

d. One of the pleasures of traveling abroad is the chance to

with people from many countries.

e. Talking on the phone while behind the might cause
consequences.
f. The government introduced new to give money to

families with children.

g. of the new law say that it will not protect the

environment.
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CBS News Show
(1) Watch the News <1' 20"> T2 fA #4103

First watch the news with your textbook closed.
Then watch it again and fill in the blanks.

Julie: 'This morning in Health Watch, text

messaging. Why it can be dangerous,
depending where and when people text.
CBS News correspondent Bianca Solorzano
reports.

(How may I help you?)

B. Solorzano: We , by telephone, e-mail,

Man:

and sometimes even human interaction. But text messaging might just
become the most popular. More than
text messages are sent every year in the United States alone. 10

I think people can sometimes go into their own world when they start
texting.

B.Solorzano: And critics think that can be dangerous, especially ,

. So far, four states have banned texting while
driving. But now a growing concern is ,

15

Just like driving, you need to stay alert.
Texting and walking isn’t the hardest K&
thing to do. But when you're trying to § :
navigate streets like these, it could be a

5 . NEW WARNINGS G A 20
b DANGEROUS TEXTING fe:

When I tell you that people have actually been

, would you stop?

10
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UNIT 1 - How Texting Could Kill You

Girl: Uh.... I would probably think about it a little it
bit, but I'm sure I wouldn’t stop. Old ,

> =1
R ’ -
B.Solorzano:And while there’s no legislation banning Posereeemar -
text walking yet, the Illinois General - 5

Assembly is considering a bill that would

wireless devices in the crosswalk. Bianca Solorzano, CBS News, New
York.

Notes:

so far CTNETDECH navigate the streets CEBMHLTCUD)BZ (NFEICHEBIEWVRDICUO) ED.
&% General Assembly (FXUHD)MNES

@ Understanding the news
Choose the right answer for each.
1. How many text messages are sent in a year in the U.S. alone?
a) 360 million. b) 316 billion. ¢) 360 billion.

2. Why is texting while walking so dangerous?
a) Because it’s very difficult to walk while texting.
b) Because people cannot focus on their conversations.
c) Because people can sometimes get injured or killed by traffic.

3. What is the Illinois General Assembly thinking of doing?
a) It’s thinking of banning the use of cell phones in the crosswalk.
b) It’s going to outlaw texting while driving.

¢) It’s considering making a law that bans texting while walking.

11
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CBS News Show

0 Summary

1. Fill in the blanks with the appropriate words. The first letter of
each word is already given.

Text messaging is becoming one of the most popular ways to

(c ). However, it can be very dangerous, and some
states have (b ) texting while driving. But less known
1s the risk of texting while (w ), especially while

crossing busy streets. The danger is that texting requires a lot of | 5
concentration and it is likely to distract you from anything else that

you are doing. Many people are not aware of it, and it seems difficult

for them to get rid of old (h ). People should realize
the (d ) risks of text walking.
2. Listen and check your answers. (‘; 1-04

[ EXTRA! Try using the summary to practice shadowing. ]

\D Further Info

The following are examples of “Internet shorthand.” Write the full
meaning of these messages in the spaces below.

©)
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UNIT 1 - How Texting Could Kill You

() Conversation in Action #4105, 06

Translate the Japanese statements into English. Then listen to
check your answers. Use the conversation to practice shadowing.

Katie:

Jack:

Katie:

Jack:

Katie:

Jack:

Katie:

Jack:

Hey! Look out, Jack! Didn’t you see that car coming? It almost
hit you!
What? Oh, Katie! Hi! I was just texting.

texting
(HEEDOA—ILTBEFEATLEIZED HDD L)

You know

>

5 You've
(EDCRER>TGEELLEEY)

You wouldn’t want to walk down the street with your eyes
closed, right? But when you're texting on the street,

that’s exactly what
(FEICZHWHTEELTWBZEICEDD)

3

Yeah, you're right. It’s just hard to get rid of old habits.

You know what? , _There might be
in crosswalks. (HEEDPOA—IETEIIEEZEILTHEEN TEDHLD)

Are you serious? What if I text while walking like I always do?

You'll probably have to pay

a fine.

Oh, no! That would be

terrible!

() CRITICAL THINKING

Turn to p. 107 for more exercises about this topic.

13
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Unit 1 CRITICAL THINKING
How Texting Could Kill You

I. Discuss Questions
Discuss the following questions with your partner or group.
1. Do you think people should be fined for texting while walking? Give

reasons to support your opinion.

2. What other ways can be used to persuade people to avoid injury and
use cell phones responsibly?

3. Do you think laws like the one presented
in this news story go too far i.e., limit
personal freedom or insult people’s
intelligence?

II. What Would You Do?

Complete these exercises individually or with your partner or group.

1. You see a person who is nearly injured when texting while

walking across a busy street. What would you do?

2. What are some things you can do as an individual to help

people become more aware of the dangers of text walking?

3. The legislature in your city is considering a bill that would
make it illegal to use gadgets or text while crossing the street.
You are against the bill because you think it is too restrictive.
What would you do? What would you do to persuade others to

support your position?
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