Eat the World Alive

— 16 Hot Global Topics —

HHRDOGIZYIDIAL

Richard Beard
+ Shiro Yamamoto

S SEIBIDO

| —




1

Preface

oy Bed

YFp— R BT — R

1964 SEA XY R END, 77y P RERFER, BIP7 7 v AELNLKEHET
DEBELDODEA —AL « 7o 7V T REDELIRBICALE, wVal - 779 —D
4 & T Creative Writing 2 2233, 1996 4E, /IN#X20TTF 2 —%2H77, 2D,
Damascus (T7KiED—Hy &ELTHBEALIEEDIAR) . Dry Bones 7 ED/NGDIZD>,
Muddied Oafs, Manly Pursuits, Becoming Drusilla7zE D/ > 7473 avHHLT
W%, JE¥E Guidelines for Measures to Cope with Disgraceful and Other Events i
BBC o 2008 4F- £ National Short Story PrizeZ/ 33— FZ#17z, 2003 ~ 6 4EICH 5
KEETEHNFR L5, BLEIZA¥F Y A0 National Academy of Writing ® Director DNkl
HY. EREUDEHE =Bz Creative Writing 2 AT\ %, A7 274+ — FIEME,

Some years ago, after the publication of my third novel, I was invited to join the
University of Tokyo as a Visiting Lecturer. I was delighted to accept this honour, but
after arriving in Japan I soon realized there were both ‘real’ and ‘unreal’ versions
of the English language.

The version of English found in many academic textbooks was not one I recognised.
This wasn’t the English available on websites and in newspapers and in my daily
conversations with colleagues. At Tokyo University I therefore devised my own
materials to share the kind of English, as an English speaker, that I was speaking
and reading and writing every day.

The essays in this book continue my determination to introduce students of all
abilities to a real version of English that remains relevant outside the classroom. The
essays collected together here reflect conversations happening in English around the
world now. Along with the excellent questions and commentaries devised by Tokyo
University’s Professor Shiro Yamamato, each chapter provides Japanese students

with a practical point of entry into the global English debate.
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This, after all, is one of the great motivators when it comes to learning English:
English is increasingly the language of global communication. The debate itself
1s always changing, but this new collection of original essays brings together a
selection of subjects currently being discussed by English-speaking people around
the world.

The essays contain phrases and vocabulary that will give Japanese students
confidence outside the classroom. At the same time, each chapter offers fresh ideas
and perspectives to show that each debate is very much alive: there are rarely easy
answers to these pressing modern questions.

A glance at the index of chapters will show the wide range of subjects encompassed
in this book. From the urgency of global warming to speculation about space travel
and the effectiveness of a University education, these are today’s important issues
in the global culture.

As Director of The National Academy of Writing, based in London, I spend most
of my time encouraging the next generation of English writers to exploit the full
potential of the English language. Good writing, in all its forms, requires knowledge
of the world as well as of language — a combination that this new collection of essays

1s designed to provide.

Richard Beard
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Why is God So Quiet?
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READING 1-02

C.\
The quietness of God is an ongoing conundrum. If God made more noise

(and God can do whatever he or she likes) then God’s people on earth would show
more respect. If God was easier to perceive, then a great deal of conflict could
be avoided.

The established religions recognise this problem. Faced with the quietness
of God, they compensate by speaking incredibly loudly on God’s behalf. This is
especially true of the monotheistic religions. Christianity, Islam and Judaism
are connected by their shared belief in one true God. Confusingly, they can’t
agree on what that God is saying, or what the silence might mean.

This is particularly frustrating because in all three of these religions, God

1s a god of the book. In the past, God left a series of messages in written texts,
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Unit 1 Why is God So Quiet?

which remain the primary relics
of communication between heaven
and earth. The Christians have
the Bible, the Jews have the Torah,
and the Moslems have the Koran.

Even within each religion there
are disagreements about what God
actually wants to say. Liberals
disagree with fundamentalists — or
to put this more simply, some people
believe that religious texts contain metaphors while others maintain that the
Holy Books contain literal truth. God could swiftly resolve these differences,
but God remains silent. It would seem that clarification of the divine will is not
part of the divine plan.

This creates a further problem. If God declines to speak clearly, the silence
encourages a tendency to suspect that God speaks in signs. The difficulty
with signs is that there is never certainty about which world-events should be
considered as divine communication. Even if a sign is identified, it still has to
be interpreted, which leads to further potential misunderstanding.

There is a famous instructive story told in Christian churches, and the story

1s worth repeating here to illustrate this point:

A man with deep faith in the Christian God is trapped in a flood. As
the flood waters rise, his neighbours tell him he has to leave, because
the flood is going to wash everything away.

Calmly, the man replies, “Don’t you worry. I am a man of faith. God
will save me.”

The waters continue to rise, and the flood reaches the second floor
of the man’s house. By now all his neighbours have left. A boat comes

by with rescuers who tell him to leave his house and swim to the boat.

primary = the most important relics (¥272 %) ¥ (i X8 AN 0EE., &% B
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He needs to act quickly, because the flood is going to wash everything
away.

Again the man replies, “Don’t you worry. I am a man of faith. God
will save me.”

The flood rises higher, and the man is forced to climb onto the roof
of his house. A helicopter arrives, and the rescue-team throw down a
ladder and tell him to leave his house immediately. He should grab the
ladder because the flood is going to wash everything away.

One more time, the man replies, “Don’t you worry. I am a man of
faith. God will save me.”

The waters continue to rise, just as everyone has said. The flood
washes everything away. The man drowns.

When he reaches heaven, he sees God waiting at the gates. “Lord,
I am a man of faith. I was so certain that you would save me. What
happened?”

God is perplexed. He says to the man, “I just don’t understand you
people. I sent the neighbours, then I sent a rescue-boat, I even sent a

helicopter. What more do you want?”

This story makes an important point about the nature of belief. Signs
from God may not obviously look like signs from God. They don’t need to be
accompanied by earthquakes, angels and fire. This also applies the other way
round. Instances of earthquake do not always imply the involvement of God.

o \1-;(\‘ ' A good rece‘nt example of this

_ N is the tsunami that devastated
7 the coasts of Southeast Asia in
December 2004. The tidal wave

was so sudden and catastrophic

that a year after the disaster
many people still interpreted
the event as a sign from God.
This became part of everyday

Tsunami survivors in Indonesia life in the city of Lhokseumawe
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Unit 1 Why is God So Quiet?

in Indonesia, where Islamic hardliners decided the only way to avoid a second
tsunami was to eradicate sin from the town. More than a hundred gamblers
and drinkers, men and women, were caned in public.

If the tsunami was indeed a punishment from God, his message was quickly
confused. In India, the tsunami was interpreted as a sign of retribution against
Christians, whose activities were seen as betraying India’s essentially Hindu
character. There were Hindu spokesmen who referred to the 26 December
earthquake as the “Christmas quake,” implying that the timing was more than
coincidence. It was also noted that the tsunami devastated the Church of Our
Lady of Health at Velankanni, one of the most significant pilgrimage sites on
the coast of southern India.

It would seem dangerous to attribute any event, however small or large,
to the voice of God. If God has something to say, it is likely that he will let us

know.

hardliner #f# % cane (fIE1& LC) T HTH> retribution #Z] Hindu b
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1. To most Moslems what the Koran says is God’s literal truth, while
Christians tend to think that stories in the Bible should be understood
as metaphors. T/F

2. God speaks in signs most of the time, but on very rare occasions he

does speak to humans in a more direct way. T/F

3. While some very small everyday occurrence can be a sign from God,
an unusually catastrophic incident like a big earthquake may carry no
message from God. T/F

4. In Lhokseumawe, the catastrophic tsunami of December 2004 was
interpreted as God’s anger against the sinners such as gamblers and
drinkers. T/F

5. In India, some Hindus read a divine message into the devastation of
the Church of Our Lady of Health caused by the tsunami of December
2004. T/F

1HhE50EBMICEZLD.
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2. religious texts contain metaphors (p.9, 1.11) EEZ23 A4 & 15BTEZEAH?

3. the Holy Books (p.9, 1.11) &3 EAHICIEEIL? BREHITLD,

4. This also applies the other way round (p.10, 1.21) DAB % EFISEN LD,
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Unit 1 Why is God So Quiet?

5. Christmas quake (p.11, 1.8) ¥ $#3KR\EHL > (E-A-KRRTH 3, ZNHENDKE
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[ anger devastated inconsistency varied warning |

In December 2004, a tsunami (| ) the coasts of Southeast Asia.
It is interesting to see how the tsunami offered itself to (, )

interpretations. In Lhokseumawe in Indonesia, the Moslems saw in the

devastation God’s (, ) against the sins of gambling and drinking.
To the Hindus in India, however, it was a divine (, ) against the
Christian faith. This (; ) shows the danger of attributing any

event to the voice of God.
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