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PREFACE

Communicating in business and social relationships is no longer confined to communities or
countries. Increasingly, global communication has become the medium that more people are
using around the world. As a result, the importance of learning languages has become more es-
sential because it contributes to better understanding and leads to more successful business
and social relationships.

In recent years, a number of universities are responding to this challenge by offering more Eng-
lish language courses. In addition, universities are also including more content courses which
are taught in English.

Communication, however, involves more than just acquiring basic language skills. Gaining
knowledge is another important benefit of communication, a concept which was promoted by
the leading American philosopher and psychologist, John Dewey. On a more fundamental level,
Dewey viewed communication as “the most wonderful” process, particularly, because it pro-
duces social bonds. These social bonds, which involve people interacting with each other in
their environment, then become the mechanism that enables people to gain knowledge through
communication. Dewey’s understanding of this process can be applied to communities on all
levels from the smallest communities to global interactive networks.

“Men live in a community in virtue of the things which they have in common;
and communication is the way in which they come to possess things in com-
mon. What they must have in common . . . are . . . aims, beliefs, aspirations,
knowledge—a common understanding . . . Such things cannot be passed physi-

cally from one to another like bricks . . . Consensus demands communication.”

We are all aware of the practical reasons for learning English such as increasing your opportuni-
ties to find jobs and gaining promotions. As Dewey emphasizes, however, acquiring knowledge
through communication is also a valuable benefit. In order to share knowledge, beliefs and as-
pirations with others, English learners also need to explore literature, history, art, philosophy
and other subjects that will enrich their lives and help them think more creatively.

The power of communication through oral speech has a long history and tradition, starting with
the ancient Greek classical philosophers as far back as 360 and 334 B.C. The great philosopher,
Aristotle, observed the great speakers of his day and recorded his observations, which became

the foundation for the Western oral tradition.

We, the writers of this textbook encourage students to improve their English by becoming a part
of this Western oral tradition. This involves thinking in English, exploring the intellectual world,
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enlarging their sphere of knowledge and in this way they will also acquire wisdom about them-
selves and the world they live in. The stimulating issues in Debating Current Issues cover the
most up-to-date, controversial topics in our contemporary global society and we believe a com-
prehensive study of these issues will also help to lead students in this direction. We also believe
that passing on that knowledge and learning from others, as Dewey suggests, will ultimately
help all of us to exist in a better world in the future.
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HOW TO USE THIS TEXTBOOK

This textbook is designed to enhance critical thinking and debating skills for English students.
The chapters in the textbook cover everyday topics and global issues. The chapters can be used
in any order. Some difficult words are explained in Japanese in the student’s textbook and in

English in the Teacher’s Manual.

Preview

This section introduces students to the global issue for the chapter. Look at each illustration
and choose one opinion (a to c¢) that you agree with or you can choose “other” (d) and write

your own opinion.

Warm-up

Briefly discuss the warm-up questions to become more acquainted with the global issue

presented in the chapter.

Reading

Part ]l Reading
Read the introductory reading and refer to the vocabulary definitions, if needed, which are

listed below the reading section.

Part Pl Reading Comprehension
Decide whether each statement is true or false according to the passage. Each statement

number matches the corresponding number in the passage.

For or Against

Six different opinions about the global issue are presented. Decide whether each opinion is for

or against the question introduced in the title of each chapter.
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Opinions

Listen to two opinions about the issue and fill in the missing words in the sentences. Decide

whether each opinion is for or against the question introduced in the title of each chapter.

TV Debate

The television debate is the core of the lesson and the major activity that will prepare students

for the next section.

Part n Listen to the debate between four people, and fill in the missing letters or words.

Part ﬂ Listen to the questions and responses about the debate. Choose the best response for

each question.

Debate the Issue

Practicing a real debate is the focus of this activity. Think about the global issue presented in
this chapter and some of the opinions that were raised in previous sections. Write three pro and
three con opinions that you can remember and write them in your own words. Then, write as
many opinions as you can on a separate piece of paper without referring back to the previous

activities. If you need to, refer to the previous activities and add additional opinions.

Discussion Questions

Discuss one or two of the discussion questions in pairs or small groups. Use the information and

opinions you have learned in this chapter to support your opinion.
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/7 Cell Phones

@ Can elementary school children handle the responsibility?

Section I . Preview

Look at the two illustrations and choose one opinion that you agree with. Or, write your own opin-
ion where it says “Other.”

These young people are sitting together and eating hamburgers in a fast food restau-
rant. They aren’t talking to each other. With a drink in one hand and a cell phone in
the other, they are sitting silently punching messages to their friends.

a. When you have nothing to talk about, text messaging your friends is a good thing
to do.

b. It’s terrible how cell phones keep people from communicating face to face.

c. Cell phones are convenient tools with both advantages and disadvantages.

d. Other:

This person is using a cell phone while driving.

a. It’s alright to use a cell phone if you can avoid a traffic accident.

b. Use a hands-free phone instead of a hand-held phone, if you don’t want to have a
traffic accident.

c. The distraction of a telephone conversation itself can be a significant traffic
hazard.

d. Other:

1. cell phone: #4i#Ea§ punch: (HFFOF—%) i3  text message: (HiHEFHT) A — Vi %ZET S
2. alright=allright 3. hands-free: T-%fli’b>7%:\» hand-held: T-TH> distraction: Kz H I b &
significant: £ k7% hazard: f&f



Warm-up

Answer the following questions briefly.
1. What do you use your cell phone for?
2. How often do you use your cell phone?

Reading

Part fl Reading

Read the following passage. 1-02

1 Cell phones perform a wide variety of functions including phone calls, text messages,
"""" “and even surfing on the Internet. The number of cell phone users has increased
dramatically in the world. In Japan alone, there are nearly 76 million cell phone users,
which is a relatively significant portion of the 1.6 billion users worldwide. Many people say
they cannot imagine life without cell phones. Children are also a significant group among
cell phone users. According to a recent survey, about 15 percent of all elementary school
students in Japan use cell phones. Adult respondents, on the other hand, did not condone
this practice, with approximately 63 percent responding that minors should not be allowed

to possess cell phones.

Many parents are concerned about harmful Internet sites carrying obscene images
""""" and dangerous information. In addition, they are also worried about the high costs and
the number of hours their children are spending on their cell phones.

In recent years, family relationships have undergone tremendous changes as a result
of cell phones. Let’s consider the example of a mother who might exchange text messages
with her child and believes they are communicating effectively. If she enters her child’s
room to talk about something important, however, the child might get annoyed or angry.
Clearly this dependency on cell phone communication has put a strain on family relation-
ships.

Despite these concerns, cell phone manufacturers are looking for other ways to help
parents in Japan and abroad by setting up online tracking services, which enable parents
to locate their children wherever they are. Also, there are other cell phone features which
allow parents to set limits on the amount of time their children can use their phones, both
for safety and budgetary reasons.

¢ Some Tokyo University scientists hope that parents may realize the value of cell

""""" phones as an educational tool. These scientists are hoping to promote closer parent-
child relationships through scientific cell phone games. This activity brings parents and



children together at home and offers a more enjoyable way to learn about and understand
scientific experiments.

At the same time, some recent studies indicate there may be a serious association be-
tween radiation from cell phones and brain cancer. Given these concerns, children could
become vulnerable to health problems. Not all research studies, of course, concur with
these findings. Another research study, which examined the same problem, found that cell
phones do not damage brain cells, and suggested that the general public should ignore
these kinds of hyped stories in the media.

1. text message: B TRZEEINS A vt —Y dramatically: BlI[WIC survey: #47 respondent: [i]%
# condone: i3 2. obscene: #J%7: undergo: #£% tremendous: K% 7 annoyed: \»5i.D strain: ¥

K track: AZET  locate: O Z AD17 %5 budgetary : ¥ O 3. experiment: 5E: radiation: i
54 vulnerable: # %% 52173\ concur: %3 % hyped: iER S N7z

Part P Reading Comprehension

Decide whether each statement is TRUE or FALSE according to the passage.
TRUE FALSE
1. In arecent survey of cell phones and how children use them, almost [] []
all the adults cited only the positive functions of cell phones.

2. Some parents find it hard to communicate directly with [] []
their children, because they might lose their temper if a mother
or father enters their room to talk about something important.

3. Some scientists suggest that cell phone use can affect how the brain [] []
functions.

FOR or AGAINST

Which of the following statements are FOR “elementary school children handling the responsibil-
ity of cell phones” and which are AGAINST it?

FOR AGAINST
1. Cell phones can have educational value for children. [] []

2. The number of crimes in which mobile phones are used is [] []
increasing every day.



FOR AGAINST
3. Cell phones have produced disturbing symptoms among [] []
children such as feeling irritated, when accidentally leaving
their cell phone at home, taking their phone to the bathroom
or even using it during class.

4. Children can expand their ties with others by using their [] []
cell phone.
5. Itis strange to see kids punching away on their [] []

mobile phone during breaks without talking to each other.

6. Parents are entitled to disable their children’s cell phone [] []
at night, so kids don’t hide in bed and text message all night
long instead of sleeping.

1. value: flifi 3. symptom: £k irritated: \» 537D accidentally: %% 6. (be) entitled to: -3 5
HHdH 5

Opinions

First, fill in the parentheses with one word. Next, decide which opinion is FOR “elementary school
children handling the responsibility of cell phones” and which is AGAINST it.

opinion E)1-0s

People can easily become addicted to cell phones, especially small children. Habitual

cell phone users, or cell phone (( ) send text messages about trivial things like
“What did you eat for breakfast this morning?”

Some children are so ) ) that they even slander other acquaintances or friends
in E-mails or on websites. There was a shocking incident some years ago involving an
11-year-old primary school girl who )( ) her friend to death. She reportedly told
police that the conflict arose from instant messages they had been sending to each other
over the Internet.

[FOR/AGAINST |

addicted to ~: ~I2Z % slander: 15 %



oPINION H @ [

Parents are q)( ) to disable cell phones at night so kids don’t get hooked on them
all night long and lose out on sleep. Children should not be left unsupervised, but at the
same time, we hope parents will regard their children’s cell phones in a more positive way
by, for example, taking part in unique science @( ) games with their children.

One of the fathers who was 3)( ) about the program, probably more than their
kids, said, “I didn’t find enough time to communicate and play with my 10-year-old son, but
now I'm enjoying the science experiment course with him.” I'm sure this method can help
parents and their kids cultivate closer relationships with each other.

[FOR/AGAINST |

hooked on ~: ~I2Z % unsupervised: BB AT X8 & 74

Section l) TV Debate

Part ﬂ The following is a TV debate about whether elementary school children can handle the

responsibility of cell phones. Before listening to the debate, try to fill in the missing letters or
words. Then, listen to the debate and check your answers.

HOST: 1-05

Good evening. Tonight our subject is about cell phones and whether parents and teachers

should allow elementary school children to use them. Our panelists are from the U.S., Ja-
pan, Canada, and from the U.K.

MS. FISHER: 1-06
I recently bought a cell phone for my 9-year-old daughter. As a parent, I feel less

@(worr_ _ _) about her safety now than before. Naturally, all parents are concerned about
where their children are hanging out. In an g (emergen_ _), parents would be able to con-
tact their children immediately. This would cause less worrying on the parents’ part. The
tragedy at Columbine and the terrorist attacks of September 11 have made many Americans

worry about children’s g (safe_ _).

MR. FURUYAMA: 1-07

I do understand parents’ sense of ease when they can contact their children on cell

phones, especially in the U.S. where there are more crimes than in Japan. But in a nutshell,
cell phones do more g (h_ _ _) than good.

I'm a junior high school teacher. My school is like a zoo, with students in the classrooms
jumping on desks and teachers cowering defenselessly in a corner. Like most other junior



and senior high schools in Japan, our students are not allowed to use cell phones at school.

Still, a lot of students play games or start @(t_ _ _) messaging friends during important
classes. They are out of control and g)(disrespect_ _ _) of teachers. If elementary schools

start lifting a ban on cell phones, then the situation would get worse.

MS. HAMILTON: 1-08
I think it’s okay to allow elementary school children to carry their keitai to school if they

_ _rictions).

follow certain q(_ _

What youngsters need is self-discipline. When I started teaching at a senior high in Yoko-
hama, I was shocked to find the whole class keying in messages on their cell phones during
breaks without talking to each other. We had meetings with our students and their parents
many times, and finally 3(__ _ _ed) the ban after agreeing with the students that they could
bring their keilai to school as long as they followed certain regulations. The teachers were
quite surprised with the result. Not only did our students abide by the rules, but they ap-
peared to be using their cell phones less ) (frequent_ _) in other places as well.

DR. STATHAM: 1-09

I'm a member of the National Radiological Protection Board, and five years ago we first

warned that children should only use mobile phones in emergencies because of the q(po-
tent_ _ _) health risks. Last year, a study conducted on 750 people by Swedish experts sug-
gested that using a mobile phone for 10 years or more increases the risk of ear tumors
@(_ _) about four times. A Dutch study has suggested mobile phone use can affect brain
function and further research from Europe indicated radiation from the phones can cause
DNA damage. The people who are going to be most affected are children, and the younger
the children, the g)(great_ _) the danger. I regret to say that more than a million children in
the U.K. under 10, which amounts to about one in four, already have a mobile phone. We are
now concerned because our advice has seemingly been ignored.

hang out: IHA Y § 5 in a nutshell: >\ 2> FATEH & cower: &ifiT 5
lift a ban: 2511 % /% < key in: (BERTTERGICIEHRE AN T H720) F—%H19  abide: (LAY
FYTLiQ) fitH [DR.STATHAM | radiological: i4H#i® tumor: i%; Dutch: +5 > %® DNA: 74 %
ARG

Listen to the questions and responses.Choose the best "o |

rart E response forz'ach question. ’ 1-10. 11, 12, 13
1. Question: Responses: a) b) c)
2. Question: Responses: a) b) c)
3. Question: Responses: a) b) c)

4. Question: Responses: a) b) c)




Debate the Issue

Write three pro and three con opinions about “whether elementary school children can handle
the responsibility of cell phones.” Next divide into teams. Each team will take a position ‘pro” or “con.”
You and your teammates will hold a debate with an opposing team.

Pro: Elementary school children can handle the responsibility of cell phones.

Section l’ Discussion Questions

Discuss the questions below with your classmates.

1. At what age are children ready for their own cell phone? Why?

2. Do you think banning all cell phones in schools is an effective method? Why or why not?
Can you think of an alternative solution?

3. What special features do you think cell phones will have two years from now? Five years
from now?



