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Lesson 1: Listening Module 1

Understanding agreement and disagreement

(short dialogues)
1. Sharpen your skills!
Get Started!
® Think of the last time you had a disagreement with someone. What did you disagree
about?

e  What phrases for agreeing or disagreeing in English do you already know?

“ Choose the correct word or phrase to complete these phrases we can use to agree or disagree.

Good / Well idea. 10. I suppose it / so.

Has/Does it yet / ever! 11. I extremely / totally agree.

I do too / either. 12. In/ On a way.

I don’t agree / I’'m not agreeing. 13. No / Not way!

I don’t either / too. 14. The / A same thing (happened to me /

ete) ...
15. Me either / neither.
16. Me too / either.

I don’t think it / so.
I don’t do / don’t.
I know the / a feeling.

e A ol o e

I know / I’'m knowing.



B Write one word in each gap to complete these phrases we can use to agree or disagree.

1. I'm not really sure 8. What you mean?
that, but ... 9. You can say that !
2. Neither do 10. You can’t serious!
3. problem. 11. You a point, but ...
4. So L 12. You might right, but
5. That’s sure.
6. Isn’t that truth? 13. You be joking.
7. What are you talking ? 14 never know, but ...
ﬂ Write the phrases from exercises A and B. in the correct column in the table.
Agree Partially Agree Disagree
OK. In a way. That’s not true/right.
Yeah. I suppose so. That’s nothing.
m Write a phrase from the box in each gap to complete the dialogues.

Ido I don’t Me too Neither do 1

1. Man: I don’t really want to go to today’s seminar.

Woman: but we have to. It’s very important.

2. Man: I really like the way they’ve fixed up the dorms.

Woman: They’re far nicer now.




3. Man: I had so much fun bowling last week. I want to go again.

Woman: It was too expensive.

4. Man: I really don’t think Ms. Kyle is a good professor.

Woman: I wouldn’t have passed this term without her help.

Read each dialogue and decide whether the woman: A (agrees), PA (partially agrees), or D.
(disagrees) with the man.

1. Man: I have no money, and it’s only the middle of the month!

Woman: I know the feeling.

2. Man: I have three compositions to write over the weekend.

Woman: That’s nothing. You should see what I have to do.

3. Man: Don’t you think four years is too long to train to be a

teacher?
Woman: In a way. Think how much experience we’ll have,
though.

4. Man: This has been the longest week of my life!

Woman: Has it ever! I'm exhausted.

5. Man: Did you know that Professor Cameron is French?

Woman: That’s not true. She’s from Scotland.

ﬂ Choose the correct phrase to complete each dialogue.

1. Woman: All this studying is driving me crazy.

Man: What are you talking about? / I know. I'll be glad when exams are over.

2. Woman: The woman in the campus bookshop is so rude!

Man: Isn’t that the truth? / You can’t be serious! She’s always very nice to me.

3. Woman: Can you believe they overcharged me on my tuition?
Man: The same thing happened to me. / That’s not true. I went and com-

plained.

4. Woman: I think our biology professor gives us too many assignments.

Man: You have a point, / You never know, but they aren’t that difficult.

Look at exercise F again. For each dialogue, decide whether the man:
A (agrees), PA (partially agrees), or D. (disagrees) with the woman.

1. 3.
2. 4.




Listen to four short dialogues and choose the correct answer. Then listen again and note down
the words and phrases that helped you find your answers.
.............................................................................................................................................................................................................. " 1-4

1. The second speaker:
A. agrees B. disagrees
notes:
2. The second speaker:
A. agrees B. disagrees
notes:
3. The second speaker:
A. agrees B. disagrees
notes:
4. The second speaker:
A. agrees B. disagrees
notes:
Check it out!
* We can agree with a positive statement or a negative statement.
* Positive agreement:
Man: Everything is so expensive these days. Woman: Yeah, I know what you mean.
[ ]

Negative agreement:

Man: We’ll never be able to buy our own house. Woman: Isn’t that the truth?



f2. Show what you knowﬂ

Listen to twelve short dialogues. Each dialogue is followed by a question.

1. A. The man can use her computer.
. His computer did the same thing when she used it.
. He should get a computer like hers.

. She’s having a problem with her computer, too.

. He had trouble finding the house.

. He disagrees that finding the house was difficult.
. He got to the house at two.

. He found the house after getting lost.

. The man doesn’t want to go downtown.
. The woman wants to go to the park, but the man doesn’t.
. The man doesn’t know where to park the car.

. The man wants to find out where the park is located.

. You should believe everything you read.
. The man thinks the book is excellent.
The woman wonders which newspaper the man reads.

. There have been different opinions about the book.

. They should decide by Friday.
. They have another week to decide.
. They must tell the professor their topic on Friday.

. They don’t have to discuss anything in class.

. She’d like to borrow his glasses.
. She doesn’t need glasses.
She’d like to order from the menu.

. She doesn’t like dark restaurants.

. Jennifer and Jessica don’t act alike.
. Jennifer and Jessica don’t like each other.
. Jennifer and Jessica are looking for each other.

. Jennifer and Jessica appear to like each other.

. He has lost all of her messages.
. He should get an answering machine.

. He’s been lying to her.
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. He should be more serious.




. She doesn’t have a dictionary at home.
. She spends a lot of time at the library.
. She lives next to the library.

. She has spelled a word wrong.

10. A. She had the same teacher in high school as she has now.
. She really enjoyed her high school history class.
She wishes she were back in high school.

. Her high school history teacher wasn’t as good as the one she has now.

11. A. Finish the book

. Wait another week
Find the book

. Pay a lot of money

12. A. Drop the class because he’s sick
. Ask Ms Riley about her problem

. Do what the woman asked him to do

JSawmp»r Uawmr Uawr Uawp

. Visit Ms Riley and then go to his class

Double check!

e If someone says You can say that again! are they agreeing or disagreeing?

e If someone says You have a point, but ... are they agreeing, partially agreeing, or
disagreeing?

* Do the phrases So do I. and I do too. show agreement or disagreement?

e  Would you use the phrase Has it ever! when you are disagreeing? Why / Why not?



