Preface

Odds and ends is a phrase that means “miscellaneous items, remnants,
pieces, leftovers; small matters to be attended to.” Opbs & ENDs is the title
of a column that appears in Shukan ST, a weekly newspaper designed for
people who are learning English and published by the Japan Times.

I began writing the column some ten years ago. When I was teaching
classes for adults, I began to notice that I was seeing the same problems
and hearing the same mistakes in different classes. Some of the problems
were due to something that language teachers call first-language
interference. The mother tongue of my Japanese students was interfering
with their acquisition of English. Another problem, and sometimes a
humorous one, was Japanese English. The meanings of many of the foreign
words that Japanese has borrowed from other languages have changed in
the process, sometimes so greatly that the native speaker cannot understand
the new meaning. I remember one time when a young man told me about
an attractive woman he had met at a friend’s wedding. He said he regretted
not “attacking” her. I was shocked. He didn’t seem like a violent person
and I told him he could go to jail for that in the United States. Obviously,
we had a completely different image of the word attack. Words that are
similar in meaning were also a problem for my students. The difference
between hope and wish, for example.

I approached the editors at Shukan ST with my idea for a weekly column
to help other people who were experiencing the same problems. They
agreed to try it for a year and see what the response from the readers was.
It soon became one of the most popular features in the newspaper and
continues to be so to this day. Many readers have said that it has helped
them with their English. I hope you will say the same thing, too.
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Track 2

The other day I met a guy at a party. When he found
out I was an English teacher, he told me about the English
class he was taking. I wanted to know what textbook they
use, so I asked him. He told me, “We don’t use a book.
The teacher gives us prints every week.”

I suppose it’s obvious that print is not the word that we
use to talk about this kind of material. The teacher hands
out the material every week. Hand out is a phrasal verb
that means to “distribute.” I'm sure you have seen people
handing out tissues in front of the station. That’s the verb
form but we need a noun for the name of the material. Put
hand and out together and it becomes a noun—handout. It’s
a countable noun (one handout, two handouts and so on)
so you’ll need an article (a, the) if it’s singular. Let’s go
back to what the guy at the party told me. Here are a few
possibilities: “The teacher gives us handouts every week”
or “The teacher gives us a handout every week.”

When print is used as a noun, I think it usually has
something to do with art or pictures, for example, a
Hokusai woodblock print or a print of a Picasso poster. I
don’t know a lot about photography, but I do know that
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the “P” in DPE stands for printing. Photographs are
sometimes called prints, and copies of movies are also
called prints. “The Film Library has prints of many classic
movies in its collection.” 25
As a verb, print often refers to the printing process itself.
For example, the copy of the textbook you’re reading right
now was printed last year. And it can also refer to a way
of writing. If you’ve ever filled out a form in English, you
know that there’s always a PLEASE PRINT at the top of the 30
page. This means you must write the letters one by one,
not in longhand.

NOTES:

distribute [F¢4. B4 $54]  a countable noun [ A% 45 |
singular [ B0, HEFEO )
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Exercises

Reading Comprehension

AXOHRAELSEZ T, ELVWEXTHNEO. ELL HBIFhIEXE2 &
iy,

() A print is a document that contains a summary
of the lesson.

2. () Print sometimes refers to a photograph.

3. () When print is used as a verb, it means “to publish
something in printed form.”

4, () Hand out is the noun that refers to giving
something to a number of people.

5. () “Print your name” is a request to write your name
without joining the letters together.

Listening Comprehension Track 3

CDZMWT, THREBICH T EIEOEEZ LI,

1. People are tissues in front of

the station.

2. Print has something art.

3. Print your on the postcard.

4. The textbook in 1998.

Vocabulary

I. ZOBBEXPRL TV IBEEAXPLYEEHREL S,

1. a book that deals with a particular subject and is used

especially in schools.
2. very soft thin paper used for blowing your nose, etc.
3. a piece of wood with a shape cut into it, used for

printing



4. a picture obtained by using a camera and film
5. cursive writing
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I. BEXICE »&H 1, () RICEYLEEARE S,

1, #HOLEBICHAW L AR ZEFETEH TSV,
Please ( ) ( ) ( ) and
address at the top of the paper.

2. Mofehidil, BT v e 2f i,

My teacher gave me ( ) ( ) last
week.

3. HMEEVHEDTHLAETTLE I D
Could you start ( ) these papers
( )?

4., HRIL7znwE o074 avk sy s Lk dw,
Click on the icon when you ( )
( ) ( ) something.

S. WORDL {HFAFIL Do THRS TV a,
Many of his books have been ( )
( ) for nearly 40 years.

Composition

ROXEHTFEFIZL RS,

1. ZORFEHALS, ROFAEZEMLTL S,

2. MEBMELEDTY v b AR L% TR D Zu,
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