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ehapter 1

Tunnel Vision

. Reading . 1-02

“Many people have tunnel vision, and don’t care to learn from others. It’s
regrettable.”

A German-American I came across in the United States lamented, and shared
his philosophy with me. “Emerson says: ‘Every [person] I meet is superior to
me.” I'm in sympathy with Emerson, and ‘Learn from others’ is my motto in life.” 5

He then continued, “I like Japanese dignity. When a big earthquake hit Japan
several years ago, I watched the victims on TV waiting in long lines for relief
goods. I was deeply impressed by the dignity the Japanese displayed. If
Americans had been put in such a situation, they wouldn’t have been so patient.
Japanese people are really patient, and I can learn something from it.” 10

Another American said, “I learned Spanish because it was a must for my
business. However, many Americans are monolingual. Without any experience
learning a foreign language, they can’t make out how difficult it is for immigrants

to learn English. They are apt to regard people who can’t speak English as stupid.



They are narrow-minded and only interested in what’s going on around them.
They have tunnel vision.”
In Japan there is a proverb: “Ino naka no kawazu taikai wo shirazu.” It literally
means that frogs living in small wells have no idea what the big ocean is like. It
5 figuratively refers to people who are narrow-minded or naive. This is often true of
people who are monolingual. By learning a foreign language, we can view our
mother tongue and culture from a broader perspective. Moreover, bilingual
people tend to be more empathetic than monolingual people. Learning a foreign
language has a variety of secondary benefits.

10 Goethe says: “One who doesn’t know a foreign language doesn’t know his [or
her] own.” Keeping Goethe’s words in mind, we should be thankful for being able
to discover new things about our mother tongue through learning a foreign
language. Suppose that we attempt to express our feelings in English. We will
probably become aware that we can’t easily translate subtle nuances of the

15 Japanese language into English. We will then realize that the Japanese language
has a rich vocabulary of “heart” and that the Japanese as a people cherish feelings

more than logic.

philosophy AE#22  Emerson =Y~ (1803-82, 7 A U K DFFA - BHEK) dignity ik
LUK amust #XSLE2D O naive K53 empathetic=empathic i A D323
K> TEZBHI%HD Goethe 7' —7 (1749-1832, FA Y DFEA - INRFK « BIER)
subtle %157 a people E




ﬂ True/False E

Answer “True(T)” or “False (F)”.

( ) 1. The German-American valued Emerson’s philosophy.

( ) 2. The second American learned Spanish because she decided to marry a
Mexican-American.

() 3.Many Americans are bilingual.

( ) 4.1t ién’t easy for Japanese people to express subtle feelings in English.

( ) 5. Many bilingual people can understand another person’s feelings better than

monolingual people.

[ Comprehension ]

Choose the best answer.

1. How can you describe the German-American?
a. He was determined to learn from others.
b. He didn’t care to learn from others.

c. He had a superiority complex.

2. What can’t monolingual people do?
a. They can’t understand the difficulty of learning a foreign language.
b. They can’t grasp what is happening around them.

c. They can’t develop a sense of rthythm.

3. What does “Ino naka no kawazu taikai wo shirazu” actually refer to?
a. It refers to frogs living in small wells.
b. It refers to people who are attracted to the big ocean.

c. It refers to people with restricted vision.

4. What is the point of Goethe’s words?
a. Using one’s mother tongue properly is important.
b. Taking pride in one’s mother tongue is important.

c. Learning a foreign language is important.



5. Which description is true of the Japanese language?
a. It is rich in words of logic.
b. It is rich in emotional words.

c. It has a large vocabulary of technology.

[Listening 1-03

Fill in the blanks.

1. Every person I meet is

2.I'm Emerson.

3. By learning a foreign language, we can view our mother tongue

4. We can about our mother tongue through learning
a foreign language.

5. We will realize that the Japanese language of heart.

=T

Composition ]

Make complete sentences by using the expressions below.
1. (BMZ) TRAUANKITL, T AV A ADOKIFHRBEICRVESEEZ T L,
(~iR g% 52 5  be deeply impressed by)

2. ZLOTA) ANEHENEOT, (RRICIL) FERE[UBHY T3,

(5 & M2 5 : can learn something from it)




3. ZL D IFARVIZRFELEVRALMNULELRDOERZLTVET,
(4t %22 B o * a must)

4, EERSEETHIEICEST, EVAROBRELVE DO ENTEET,

(¥ Y% ADH4  business opportunities)

5. 2AEEEAFETAZLAEELIFEERVALD, REALOY Y X AZLHTEMICIL
DI H Y T

(~ X WBRCIZ370 : have an advantage over, Y 33 A%&# | business negotiations)




