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Reading Passage 1-04

Japan was for a long time regarded in the West as a mysterious country. One
reason why this impression persisted for such a long time was the relatively small
number of Westerners who were familiar enough with Japan’s language and culture to
explain the country to the outside world. One of the most important and influential

5 Westerners to take up this challenge was the American scholar, teacher and diplomat
Edwin O. Reischauer, whose life and career formed a vital bridge between Japan
and the English-speaking world.

Reischauer was born in Japan in 1910 as the son of American missionaries who were
teaching at Aoyama Gakuin University in Tokyo. He spent the first 17 years of his life in

6



Chapter 2. Edwin O. Reischauer

Japan, becoming completely fluent in the language and developing a love of the culture
that would last his whole life. He was a brilliant student. His education began in the
United States at Oberlin College, and he went on to study at Harvard and at the Sorbonne
in Paris. He then returned to Japan to study at both Tokyo and Kyoto Universities.

As tension leading to World War II began to mount, Reischauer left Japan in 1937.
After Pearl Harbor, his language skills led him to be enlisted in the US Army to teach
Japanese to military code specialists. After the war, he became Professor of Far Eastern
Languages at Harvard, and later a professor of Japanese history at the same university.

After the death of his first wife in 1955, he again returned to Japan, where he met and
married the journalist Haru Matsukata, the daughter of Prince Masayoshi Matsukata.

Reischauer believed that Japan was a very important country for the West, and he
was saddened by the lack of knowledge about Japan, and Asia in general, especially in
the United States. After the US-Japan Security Treaty was passed in 1960, he wrote a
famous article criticizing US policy toward Japan. The article caught the attention
of President John F. Kennedy, and he decided Reischauer would be perfect for the
role of US ambassador to Japan. Reischauer took up the position in 1961. He and
his wife embarked on a hectic schedule of speaking all over the country. By the
time he resigned in 1966, Reischauer had done more than almost anyone to
improve relations between the United States and Japan and to help bridge the
understanding gap between the two countries.

After his retirement, Reischauer continued his efforts to help people under-
stand Japan, but now as a scholar and teacher rather than an ambassador. He pub-
lished two very influential books, Japan: The Story of a Nation (1970) and The
Japanese (1977). In 1968, he received the Imperial Order of the Rising Sun from
Emperor Showa and Prime Minster Eisaku Satoh. He also founded the Reischauer
Institute for Japanese Studies at Harvard and a similar one at Johns Hopkins
University in Baltimore, Maryland. _

This uniquely gifted teacher and communicator died at his home in La Jolla,
California in 1990.

Notes
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Reading Comprehension

Read and get the necessary information by scanning.

1. How was Japan regarded for a long time in the West?

2. When and where was Edwin Reischauer born ?

3. After World War II, what kind of post did he take up at Harvard University?

4. What attracted President John F. Kennedy to Reischauer?

5. According to the 6th paragraph, how many books did Reischauer write?

Listening Comprehension (g) 1-05

1. Listen to the next dialog and fill in the blanks.

J=Japanese, A=American
: Did you learn very much about Japan in school?

o -

connection with Pearl Harbor and the Pacific War.
: So how did you get interested in Japan?
: Well, a friend of mine recommended a great book to me.
: What was it?

T

was a fantastic introduction to the country and the people.

: Not very much, ( ) afraid. We mostly learned about Japan in

: The title is just The Japanese. It was ( ) by Edwin Reischauer. It

J: Yes, I've ( ) Edwin Reischauer’s name, but I don’t know much

about him.

A: He was American, but he was born in Japan because his parents were mis-

sionaries.



Chapter 2. Edwin O. Reischauer

J: So he could speak Japanese very well, I suppose.

A: Yes he was completely ( ). He became a very famous scholar of
Japanese language and history, and eventually became the US ambassador
to Japan.

J: He( ) like a fascinating man.

2. 7 G ANTRTEEY, ZOWNFEEZATHELTHAL S,

REBICELTHED
Complete each sentence using all the words and phrases.

L 54y T —3RFIEEOW, NVERBIBLE L, .
Masayoshi Matsukata, Haru, Reischauer, got married, the daughter,
to, of, Prince

2. 477 TREFDBRBIPBE-720T, Vy—F VA -bid2oEEEL
RIX%R D FHATLE,
the country, tension, the Iraqi War, journalists, had to, began to,
mount, leave, As, to, many, leading

3. 9AYXY U —REHTAYARMELT, TAVIADPHAZEHT S LD
L7
Reischauer, American people, Japan, U.S. ambassador, Japan, efforts,
made, to help, understand, as, to
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