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rejace

“Globalization” is a word we often hear in the news and con-
versation these days. Sometimes the word is used positively
referring to new opportunities in business, education, and tech-
nology. Other times we hear it in a negative sense when jobs are
lost or when languages and cultures disappear. These positive
and negative aspects help us realize that the concept of globaliza-
tion is a complex one.

So what does globalization really mean? Simply stated, glob-
alization is the free integration of markets, people, and ideas
across borders. However, such a simple definition does not really
capture the whole meaning of globalization. For example, free
markets bring great efficiency, which leads to higher living stan-
dards. A higher quality of life, however, can produce more con-
sumption which puts stress on the environment (Chapter 10).
Through this chain of events we can see that globalization’s influ-
ence can often trigger changes that are both good and bad.

When people think of globalization, they often consider its
economic impact, and this makes sense. New terms such as
“supply chains” (Chapter 13) and “outsourcing” (Chapter 3) have
come into our vocabulary because of the globalized economy.
However, globalization has had more than an economic effect.
As we will see, globalization has also increased our potential to
increase our knowledge (Chapters 5 & 6), rethink our standards
and ethics (Chapter 12), and even change the diets in some
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countries (Chapter 9). Another key aspect of globalization is the
high speed and volume at which goods and ideas now travel
around the world (Chapters 2 & 14).

As mentioned above, not all of globalization’s effects have
been good (Chapter 11). And there are also parts of the world
that have missed out on its benefits (Chapter 4).

Nevertheless, for better or for worse, the economies, peo-
ple, and ideas of the globe are being integrated like never before.
Although the 15 essays in this book are not enough to cover all
implications of globalization, they explore some of the more
important areas of concern. With a better understanding of this
phenomenon sweeping the globe, readers can make efforts to
take advantage of its benefits and avoid its downsides.

Although the passages in this book are meant for learning
about globalization, they are also written for English language
study. The vocabulary and grammar are controlled in order to

~ avoid overly difficult words and complex sentence structure;

20

however, difficult concepts have not been avoided in order to
make the language simpler. Notes and exercises are included in
each chapter to help improve understanding as well as check
comprehension. Photos have been carefully chosen to reflect
each chapter’s content and also stimulate discussion. Thus, this
book is designed to both inform about the latest trends in global-
ization, and encourage better English language skills.

Paul Stapleton
Sept. 2007
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2. Containers:
Making Transportation Cheap

One of my favorite foods is broccoli. In Japan, I am some-
times lucky enough to be able to choose between two different
kinds, domestic and imported. Often at the supermarket where I
shop, the two are side by side, Although nothing seems unusual
about this, I have noticed something rather odd. The imported
broccoli, which often comes from the United States, is some-
times about half the price of the domestic variety. Given that the
cheaper one has to travel halfway around the world, how can this
be possible?

One well-known reason is that farm workers in the U.S. and
many other parts of the world are low-paid laborers from devel-
oping countries. These workers are attracted to America from
countries such as Mexico by high wages compared to what they
could earn back home. On the other hand, Japan tends not to
import farm labor, which makes it more difficult for Japanese
broceoli growers to compete with American growers. Another
reason concerns the decrease of trade barriers, which has
reduced tariffs on imports. However, these reasons are only part
of the story.

Consider how goods were shipped overseas 50 years ago.
First, workers carried the product onto a truck. The truck was
then driven to the nearest port, where the product was removed

6]
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from the truck and taken to a warehouse while waiting for a ship
to arrive. After the ship arrived, workers loaded the product onto
it, often taking several days. Then the ship headed to its destina-
tion. Upon arrival at a port in the foreign country, the whole
process was reversed until the product reached its final destina-
tion several weeks or even months later.

Now consider modern container ships, the largest of which
can carry a load equivalent to a train 71 kilometers long.
Products are immediately put into containers, and trucks take
these to ports. There, the container is loaded directly onto a wait-
ing ship by huge cranes. The ship leaves port, often within a day,
with thousands of these containers aboard, and arrives at its des-
tination weeks later. Then, the containers are put onto a truck,

10
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and driven to their final destination. This system requires much
less labor. Air transport works in a similar way. In fact the shape
of the Boeing 747 was designed with containers in mind. This
great efficiency means that the cost of transporting products,
such as broccoli, has been greatly reduced. It now costs just a
few yen to ship a head of broccoli halfway around the world.

Now, whether a product comes from halfway around the
world or is produced locally has little effect on the price. Modern
transportation methods have advanced to the point where prod-
ucts, even food, can arrive fresh and at minimal extra cost.

It is true that some people in Japan still buy the expensive
domestic broccoli. Perhaps they think it is fresher, better-tasting,
or produced with fewer chemicals. Or they may want to support
Japanese farmers. However, in the future it may be more and
more difficult for domestic farmers to compete with such low
prices unless they also use cheap migrant labor.

This story about broccoli reflects today’s globalization.
Huge container ships with high-tech temperature control now
allow food products to be shipped cheaply anywhere in the world
without a loss of quality. When the cost of transportation is mini-
mal, stores and supermarkets will buy from the cheapest suppli-
ers, even if they are in a faraway country.

But in the new globalized world, it is not only imported
products that are cheaper than the local ones. Services can also
be performed anywhere in the world, and this is where even big-
ger changes may happen. In the next chapter, we will see how
this works.



2. Containers: Making Transportation Cheap 9

EXERCISES

I. Summary
—Choose the most suitable word or phrase from the choices below.

Huge (1 ) ships can now carry goods around the
world very (2 ). This means that food and products
from faraway countries can (3 ) with local ones.
Therefore, the (¢ ) a product travels no longer has
very much effect on its (5 ).

cheaply compete container cost distance

Il. Comprehension Questions
—Choose T (True) or F (False) for each statement.

1. In Japan, domestic broccoli is sometimes double the cost of
the imported variety. ( )

2. The shape of a Boeing 747 and the shape of a container are
related. ( )

3. Shipping a product by container makes it much more expen-
sive. ( )

4. Containerization enables a great variety of products to be car-
ried at the same time. ( )

5. Because of containerization, products can be shipped long
distances without being expensive. ( )





