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Introduction

The famous philosopher Aristotle once divided governments into six types based
on the number of people in a particular government and which interests that

government served:

Rule for the benefit Rule for the benefit
of those who are ruled of those who rule
Rule by One Monarchy Tyranny
Rule by Few Aristocracy Oligarchy
Rule by Many Polity (Republic) Democracy

Aristotle considered those in the left column correct forms of government and
called those in the right column deviant forms of government. You must be
surprised to see that democracy is among those deviant forms of government! As
you will soon discover, the “democracy” that Aristotle considered a deviant form of
government is very different from the “democracy” found in countries like Japan
and the United States today.

Many people today use the term “democracy.” Have you ever wondered what this
term really means? After all, some countries call themselves “democratic” despite
being authoritarian regimes, while many countries that actually are democratic
have very different types of government. This book will help you understand what
democracy is and what it is not.

In order to understand what democracy really is, you will learn about the origins
of democracy, the forms and functions of democratic government, and the details
of government in some prominent democratic countries around the world today.
When you have finished reading this book, you will understand many key terms
and concepts often used in the news and discussions about politics, such as
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“liberalism,” “liberal,” “conservative,” “political parties,” and of course, “democracy”

and “democratic.”

»NOTES
oligarchy [BEEUA polity (republic) [(HF0H)Bfs]  deviant [HFRAR. ZETHEU]
authoritarian regime [Jh##]
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CHAPTER

Ancient Athens

SH. WEBRREER(TEIZV-)DEALZERDIEELTRIFANTLDDELNE
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W BoEH. REFFROEZEAAETDHORETHEL HRTTXOMHERDEFR THO
TREBUARZRYANZEZRICEFNZ, ZORBKOREFRIRFIEDIDIBED TH /=D
P, oo MEODREZTREFEDLIDIOESEDIZA DD,

1. Reading
Approximately 2,500 years ago, the Greek city @
02

of Athens was an independent city-state. This
means that even though Athens shared similar
linguistic and cultural traits with other Greek
cities, Athenians had their own autonomous
government. It was at this time that Athens
created one of the first democratic governments

ever. The word “democracy” actually comes

from two Greek words: the Greek word “demos,”

hich in Enelish « lo.” d Columns. such as thesg were o
which 1n English means common people,” and common in ancient Athenian and

Roman architecture, and today they

« - S .
the Greek word “kratein,” which in English symbolize democratic values.

means “to rule.” Democracy therefore literally

means “rule by the common people.” Although all citizens were eligible to be

in the government, only adult men who were born to Athenian parents could

be citizens—women, slaves, and foreigners were not citizens. This seems very 15
discriminatory by today’s standards, but allowing that many men to be eligible

for government positions was quite inclusive in comparison with other forms of

government from that time period.
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The government in Athens during this era was complicated and changed
several times, but it was primarily a form of direct democracy: each citizen of
Athens could vote on specific issues. Pericles, who was one of the most influential
leaders in ancient Athens, said that having all citizens involved in decision-
making was one of democracy’s greatest strengths. As you will read about in
later chapters, today’s democratic countries like Japan and the United States
are based on representative democracy: citizens vote for politicians who make
decisions on their behalf. In Athens, there were some politicians in the Council
of Five Hundred that took care of daily political matters. These politicians
were usually selected by lot, which guaranteed that even the poorest citizens
could become politicians. The Assembly, however, made the most important
decisions: all citizens could be in the Assembly (which always had at least
6,000 citizens present!) and they voted on important issues, such as whether or
not to go to war.

Democracy in Athens was essentially majority rule: the majority had the
power to do almost anything. For example, if Athenians debated going to war,
Athens would go to war if more than fifty percent of the citizens in the Assembly
voted “yes.” Athenian citizens would sometimes also vote on things that would be
unimaginable today, such as whether or not to exile a person whose ideas were
unpopular. Athenian democracy therefore allowed all citizens to participate in
politics, but the power of the majority could sometimes suppress the minority.
The execution of Socrates is one famous example of Athenian injustice. Socrates
1s today considered one of history’s greatest philosophers, but during his own
lifetime his ideas were unpopular with some of the most powerful citizens in
Athens. Those who were agitated by his philosophic principles managed to
have him executed—which reveals that Athenian democracy did not protect

freedom of speech.
»NOTES

autonomous [E/REDHZ] eligible (to do) [~T2&EHEDH2] discriminatory [ZEFIN7%] (cf.
discriminate) Athenian [772XAD] (EHITEE cf. Athens) representative democracy [
“HREFE] the Council of Five Hundred [500 AfTES] (FTROITNTOHXMECTER
72500 AEWRD. RS EREDOLHIRESITHS,) the Assembly [R&] (Frx&ELHERFUS
YOFERIAICBIT2EROEBREKRE. TRIEZDDNESFLEICSMENHD/.) majority rule [£
HrRFEE] exile [ (BN BHKTS]
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Chapter 1 Ancient Athens

2.Vocabhulary

» Find the correct definition for each word. Find each word in the reading section and try
to guess the definition based on the context.

1. complicated  ( ) a. end or stop the activity or existence of by force
2. specific ( ) b. promise that something will happen

3. guarantee ( ) c. do something against a law, rule, etc.

4. suppress ( ) d. relating to only one particular thing

5. violate ( ) e. difficult to understand or explain

3. Comprehension Questions
» Read each question and circle the correct answer (a, b, ¢, or d).

1. Citizenship in ancient Athens was restricted to which group of people?
a. All men in Athens
b. All people in Athens
c¢. Men with Athenian ancestry

d. All people with Athenian ancestry

2. What kind of democracy existed in ancient Athens?
a. Representative democracy
b. Direct democracy
¢. Minority democracy

d. Political democracy

3. The word “democracy” comes from two Greek words that mean:
a. Rule by people
b. Rule by all People
c¢. Rule by some people
d. Rule by the common people



4. What does “majority rule” mean?
a. Everyone must agree before making a decision.
b. A decision can be made with less than fifty percent of the people
agreeing.
c. A decision can be made with more than fifty percent of the people
agreeing.

d. The people are not involved in making decisions.

5. Who could vote in the Assembly?
a. All people
b. All politicians

c. All citizens
d. All men

4. Listening 05

» Fill in the blanks.

Athens created the first democratic government, which

citizens to vote directly on important However, there were
several problems with democracy in Athens. One problem was that only men
could be citizens in Athens. Another problem was that citizens sometimes

made bad because they were not adequately

Finally, there were also injustices when the majority of the population wanted

to do something that was unfair to the of the population.
The of Socrates, for example, demonstrates that Athenian
democracy did not freedom of speech.




Chapter 1 Ancient Athens

5. Grammar and Expression

» Fill in the blank for each question with the correct word.

1.

Athenians decided Socrates because he said things that

angered some people.
a. execute b. to execute c. execution d. to be executed

We can say that ancient Athens had direct democracy the

people could vote directly on important issues.

a. therefore  b. because c. although d. maybe
In ancient Athens, women not be citizens.
a.can b. could c. might d. may

According to Pericles, having citizens involved in the decision-making

process was one of the features of democracy.

a. strength b. minor c. smallest d. strongest

anclent Athens and other cities in Ancient Greece shared

similar cultural and linguistic traits, each city had its own government.

a. therefore  b. because c. although d. maybe

~
x@ Point of Interest

Socrates had a great student: Plato, who criticized democracy.
Plato also had a famous student: Aristotle, who also criticized
democracy. Aristotle also had a famous student of his own: the
famous Macedonian conqueror, Alexander the Great, who conquered
Athens and ended its democracy! Some people might say that this
was poetic justice for the execution of Socrates.





