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Preface

Doors to Knowledge is the fourth in a series of books aiming to provide
interesting, topical and stimulating content. As with our previous books,
various trends and topics have been chosen which are having, or will have,
a significant impact on our world. At the same time, the text seeks to
improve English language skills primarily through the readings, which are
accompanied by a range of exercises and tasks.

The resulting essays that we have produced deal with a number of topics
that range from culture and environment, looking at the phenomenon Susan
Boyle, to lifestyle and health, where marriage and pet ownership is discussed.
These are accompanied by further essays in the areas of business and economics,
science and technology and politics and international relations, which address
a wide range of issues such as synthetic life, microfinance and human rights.
We hope the topics interest the reader, lead to some interesting discussions
and motivate further research and debate.

Each chapter in the book contains pre-reading work on vocabulary development
with the Useful Words section. Each essay is followed by notes on the essay in
Japanese. Post-reading exercises are presented to test comprehension and
finally, there is a Guided Writing section which summarizes the main essay.

It has been a pleasure to work with Mr. Anthony Sellick and Professor
Norio Shimamura on this project, which has been stimulating as well as
fun. We would also like to acknowledge the help we have received from the
publishing company, Seibido, during the course of the project.

Finally, while we have tried to ensure that the material in this book is up-
to-date, due to the fast-changing nature of some of the topics, it is inevitable
that by the time the book is published, some things may have changed.

We hope you enjoy the book.

John Barton



FLHE

AR 3 IR 2 HUOIZ 1000 EIC— L WY RKRFHEOREXR ZH,Y T L, &S
OWHEZFEY B Z, LIRELHEOBEIHINSL I LZ2E L THEVETAD, IE
SOHARZID & CIHBITIEFITHE LD ORH D, LiIFs < LR D5 <
D BELRIEL D FHA

WEAE L B O W D208 N A (Jhl) GEe L T2 IRAT A EES L.
TR TP EZRD 8H LW THRHT AL VI RFREA - —HIMTEIL
720 GAEIZEINTEOWEDOHERLAAERTEOMEICHY Y 221 T, H/hiRsE
FCTHLVRENANOEEEZBANHEE L TWE T, Wb b EEDZE Lo M E A
T2 F L7

) L7cflicx 0B Xk, ESOENORKFEE N EHEZEICEFHLTBY, 5H%ID
BEMEENLZ EEHoTD, T —Fhh bl i3 WVwTL L), EED
Ze LI ZHAR RE 2 BRR L CEENEEDERZZRL 325 FAEBEDO ST
ZRHEE LTEREINL 0, B2 EoREMRE b, &4 55E@HEss
MELHZLETLE Y. WNTIHE RN, 200 bE) DIZEANRD L L L, MFET
b, NEGFEZEHEL THANT2DLEL 282 0WRHNZZFTRTVDL L2 E
ERIERSBZVWTLE .

HAR®D 20 4%, 30 EHOEROIEED a2 E 2 D56 WHANEE L WEEICHE
KD —B & U THMIIZEITHREZ TREHICR T 072 BvwEd, &
CREFTFHVDHD 9. i, BHHORLETH 72D TIH, 325 &M & 25 &1
EV ) 2HFHOTFHRICHD DT 2D ) £ 9, WiHEIINEAAFEDZITF ANTH,
BEVPHRNFEORFHED 2D DO FH T T YHEANDZLIRR LA E - R
BTH 277 3000 AZR L. HRAFZAEDOEMIREIZ 100 AE WD R ETT, 2D
T = ZEFEAEENT TAHIR] OEBEANICZ: 5 X L2 T A EA S OGS
KDL BDTTH, HEHH 1000 A\OKFEAIA TS /27 7 — ML, HF0E
BB O ZNEHEHBOE I [Ea] BTN Tws0ld, BfEOH
KOFEFIRMZE Z 2 EBRE S IRETL & Yo ETHADOHEE % [ HiABE DAL
HHrVIE THAXOMHA] EIERS LWOTER, 42 FEIEZF) LEXHZ2
B2 L)TFPHEHTELRL, HHICEZLOTPHELZEHE, O FITHIE 72 A
H AL AR BREAE D IS RIBIZE A L TRL W E B FE 5,

SRR S & F 1A T AAEREOBEBICEH LATHR LW E o Tw
¥ 9, [Knowledge V) — A | O—8L L TARELZIERT 51224720, John Barton,
Anthony Sellick XD HARDFEFEHFNDRWVAEE Z AT VIZEALZLZ Yy 112
WOTHEELRTLIRETT, REFEOFMIE, LG T —< IOV THERWINEEZ AT
STHICHN EFT, BEOELZML T, @ LmzEE, E6I1I2IEHES
NHEZBEBVWTWAHR~NOMBSET LI ET, [MEX5%E] ICHEZ > TRAT
T AU INDE Z L&, Yo TWVE T,

201149 H HEko X H 2 FTOD
TR

11



CONTENTS

Chapter 1 You've Never Had It So Good.............ccoeevviiiiii. 1
KBIZEDPGESLZEZLTOLODEE RS
CULTURE & ENVIRONMENT
Chapter 2 Bear Bridges and Elephant Highways.........ccccccevvvvinnnnnnnnn, 6
B AW DAL B
Chapter 3 A Load of Rubbish .........cccccoc, 11
BEFEY DA SR I A5
Chapter 4 A Whale of a Problem.........ccccceeeeviiiiiiiiiiieeiiieeeee e, 16
2 KL ONTRITFEESEHDH?
Chapter 5 Susan Boyle — The Power of a Story.......ccccccvvvviviiiiniiinnnn. 21
A= FANBIGEPOHLP o722k
LIFESTYLE & HEALTH
Chapter 6 Spare Part Future?.........cccoovviiiiiiiiieeeee e 26
H RO OBLRE HIEZ %
Chapter 7 Marriage Will Save the World — Pets Will Destroy It! ...................... 31
FE I~ MAH B OB DOk HL
Chapter 8 Who Wants to Live Forever?........cccccoeeviieiiieiiieiiieieeeeeeenn. 36
RIS RIRMSh AR X
Chapter 9 Making Sense of the World with Numbers...........ccccuee..... 41

B R § H MR 2R AL

iii



BUSINESS & ECONOMICS

Chapter 10 Confidence, Ponzi and the Pyramids........c.ccccoeveuvvvieeennnnnn. 46
HEDOREITHELMHEL I XHOELLR
Chapter 11 A Little Light MUSIC ......coooviiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeee, 51
FVEMER B LGB Ok [H T
Chapter 12 A New Way of Thinking .............ccccceeiiiiiiiieeee, 56
BRLENSDOLDPTROLRELDIE
Chapter 13 Microfinance — Helping People Help Themselves.................... 61
<A 7T 774 F 2 A E ARG O3
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
Chapter 14 It’s a Wil World......ccoviiiiiiieeeiiiiieeee e 66
A4 =SB T IR 5
Chapter 15 Who Do You Think You Are? ......ccooovvviviiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeenn, 71
NEOFEAEI > TR DA
Chapter 16 Make Room! Make Room!.........cccooevveiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiieeeeen, 76
ANCER OFEREIZOWTE RS
Chapter 17 Frankenstein Lives! — The Rise of Synthetic Life......................... 81
TG Y2 G AT TE AR ORIEEH
POLITICS & INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
Chapter 18 What Are Human Rights?........ccooooiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee, 86
MEDFEMZIRTET S
Chapter 19 I, Robot — The Rise of the Machines.........ccccccooevvvvvivnnnnnn.... 91
AR MDA 52
Chapter 20 The Secret Is Out — Wikileaks .........cooeeeeeeeeeeiiieiiieeeeeeeeeenn, 96

v

BONDLEFE 1) =T ADEBREGERT



Chapter
You’ve Never Had It

So Good

USEFUL WORDS

Choose a word or phrase from the list below to complete each sentence.

1. Itisimportant for parents to follow their children’s schedule

in order to protect their health.

2. Due to low sales, we will be our XP9 series of computers

over the next year.

3. Throughout his travels, his mobile phone operated

4. Fascinated by the coral, he failed to notice the of air in his
tank.
5. If an asteroid hit a city, it would completely it.

depletion  reliably  obliterate vaccination phasing out

READING 1-2-0 #4

€D % The character Pangloss was the central figure of fun in Voltaire’s Candide.
He constantly said, no matter how terrible the situation, that “all is for the
best in the best of all possible worlds.” His unfailing optimism was laughed
at because it meant the acceptance of evils such as disease, famine, torture
and war without criticism. As a result, he did not encourage any attempts to s
improve things.

(2 Rt By contrast, today it is common to hear people saying how everything is
getting worse year by year. It should not surprise us that this attitude is nothing
new: even the ancient Greeks, at the height of their civilization, complained that

they were living in the era after the Golden Age of mankind. With the human 10
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race facing problems
like global warming,
it might be that the
pessimists are right. So
should we be optimistic
or pessimistic about the
state of the world today?
Let’s investigate whether
things really are getting
better or worse before we
make up our minds.

cp .
104 Crime — We

. . N
read about crime in the The lucky generation? These British children will live longer,
healthier and richer lives than any previous generation.

newspapers, listen to
politicians argue about it, see it on television, in the movies, and even listen to
songs abut it. It seems natural that we should fear violent crime, but should we
really be worried? Records of violent crime have only been kept for about 200
years, but it seems that violent crime today is only about one tenth what it was
in the 18th century. In Japan, violent crime has dropped even further, with the
murder rate having decreased by 80 percent since the 1950s. It is ironic that
crime reporting is increasing when crime itself is actually falling.

0335 War — Few people would dispute that war is evil. By the middle of the
20th century, there had been two world wars. Furthermore, several countries
had developed weapons that could obliterate whole nations. However, by the
end of the 20th century the danger of a third world war had been greatly
reduced. International institutions like the United Nations continue to work
hard to make sure that global wars do not happen again. The United Nations
also encourages countries to give up their most deadly weapons and to protect
civilians during conflicts. Although wars still happen around the world, the
work of the United Nations has helped to reduce their frequency.

B‘c-gs Disease & Health — Malaria kills about one million people every year.
HIV has killed about 40 million people since the 1980s. However, smallpox,
which killed nearly 500 million people in the first half of the 20th century, has

been completely eliminated. In addition, vaccinations now control dangerous



Chapter 1 You've Never Had It So Good

diseases such as diphtheria, rubella and polio which killed large numbers of
children. Advances in modern medicine mean that we are now living longer
and healthier lives than ever before. Furthermore, many old people are fit and
healthy. Fewer than 3 percent of elderly Japanese people live in residential
homes for example. In fact, Japan has the highest life expectancy in the world.
The fact that the majority of us can look forward to a long and healthy life is
something to be very optimistic about.

G 2% The environment — There are many threats to the environment, including
global warming, the depletion of fisheries, and deforestation. Our planet
has survived similar problems in the past, and life has continued to thrive.
However, these threats could destroy our civilization, or even put an end to the
human race. Fortunately, humanity has sufficient ingenuity and technology
to solve many of these problems. We have already solved some of them. In
the 1980s, countries across the world worked together to reduce emissions of
sulphur dioxide in order to reduce the problems of acid rain. Another example
is the phasing out of the use of chlorofluorocarbons from 1994 in order to seal
the hole in the ozone layer.

%8 Freedom — For all its problems, democracy is generally considered to be
the best political system. The two fundamental ideas of democracy, that people
are equal before the law and also have equal access to power, seem to be the
best way to ensure that people remain free from tyranny. While there are still
many regimes that deny their citizens freedom and commit serious human
rights abuses, today half of the world’s population live in democracies, more
than ever before.

€)% While we face many problems today it is also true that, with sufficient
dedication, we can solve many of them. While we may not be living in the best
of all possible worlds, we may be living in the one described by Edward Gibbon,
where “every age of the world has increased, and still increases, the real wealth,

the happiness, the knowledge, and perhaps the virtue, of the human race.”
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NOTES

Pangloss (/X7 v 2| T3 T — L ORRNG [H 27 4 ] oif#EzR A
N (BT 4 R) OBEEOLRITER, —KIZ TFHEO WA D B THKRA
ThHhHANW) O LEELTWH, Voltaire [V 4 /L7 —/L (1694-1778) ] 7 7
VADIERTT T o ARFEMOREMERE, EENTEER, AEORRG®E 7 7 v
BN, BREEROEHZ L, 77 o A %4 (1789) D FARHy IR 4 1E
fii L7z, Candide [7 7 1 K (1759) ] U V7 — O /hi, “all is for
the best in the best of all possible worlds.” & ZFE NG S LG CHikk
DI H T LITENZ Eid7eu ] “All is for the best.”ld [RIFHEFELS T, A%
Rcd Z Ei32vn ] EWVWHIEBIROZ X, “the best of all possible worlds”i&
(ZEzondkb Vi) OFE, Golden Age FAIRF] FVU v v MihicE
5271/ A (Cronos) OIHELLTZRHUT, a2 T ICEMICEEN., NE&
BORWANEOEROKL, violent crime | (FEXA - HELRED) & [89]
JLIE] fit and healthy [A23 37 fitld [ (BB - KEePAgID) fEHET, 1K
W E ] OE, residential homes [# A7 — 4] life expectancy %)
&) HOFROEMPEHAEGFT D ETPRRINDEHFEE, I 0 R EE 4
i & 5 & 9, sulphur dioxide [ “f@{Lfiiss] acid rain [FRVERN)
chlorofluorocarbons 7w (HR) | Wik, "EHEA, BiaAlL LTRHS L
=, RERHFTHMRULICS WA VB aET 208 & R ShAEEE LD
FEIZE > TW5, human rights abuses [ AMERE, AMEEHE] Edward
Gibbon = RU— K« ¥R (1737-94) | LEOBERZE, [m—~vHEECHE
(The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, 7 vols. 1776-88) [ @
EHE L THA. AXOBMILFE, 38EDREDILEND,



Chapter 1 You've Never Had It So Good

COMPREHENSION

Look at the following statements. Write T if the statement is true and F if it
is false. Write the number of the paragraph where you find the answer in the
parenthesis.

1. ___ The passage implies that our attitudes should be influenced by the facts.
(# )
2. ____ The passage indicates that our fears of violent crime are often
unrealistic. (# )
3. ____ The passage indicates that the risk of a third world war is higher
than ever before. (# )
4. __ The passage indicates that no one knows how to solve any of our
environmental problems. (# )
5. ____ The passage implies that democracy needs to be spread further
around the world. (# )
GUIDED WRITING 1-10

Fill each space with the best word from the list below.

terrible  investigate  dangerous seal emissions  deny

Some people seem to 1) themselves behind a barrier of optimism

or pessimism. This might be because they don’t want to accept that their country

creates and sometimes uses 2) weapons in war. For others it

might be an inability to accept that s) caused by humans are

warming the planet. However, forming these kinds of fixed opinions can be

1) because they prevent us from seeking solutions. Rather
than s) the existence of these problems, or of their solutions,
we should e) them and base our attitudes towards life on the

facts we uncover.





