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Digital Amnesia
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(1) detailed «------ A. EHe# B. B C.88%
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Reading #4 02~04

For the younger generation, it might be difficult to imagine a time long ago &
when there was no Internet. In the old days, if people wanted detailed information -
about something, they went to the library or asked someone knowledgeable.

Now, smartphones mean that we have powerful, Internet-connected computers
in our pockets all the time. We can find information about almost any topic,
whenever we want.

Having such technology at our fingertips may or may not be a good thing, but
there is growing evidence that our brains are being affected by it.

Consider if somebody asked you a question such as, “Are there any countries &
with the letter “x” in their name?” Would you start to think of as many countries’ ®
names as possible, or would you immediately think to check it online?

These days, some people’s brains might react with the latter option.

To research these tendencies, psychologists at Columbia University in the United
States devised a series of experiments based on trivia questions and statements.

One experiment investigated whether participants were thinking of search
engines when confronted with questions that they were unable to answer. The
results indicated that they were. It seems that the first impulse for some people in
these situations is to search online.

In another experiment, the participants were given a list of trivia statements. &8
Half of the participants were told that they would be able to access the statements o
on a computer later and, as a result, it was found that these people were less likely
to remember them. The implication is that people tend not to remember, or make
less effort to remember, if they believe they can look up information on a computer.

In a world where we use search engines almost every day, this research is
important. It illustrates how much we rely on being able to access information via
computers. In fact, this reliance seems to be changing the way our memories work.
We are now less likely to remember information if we believe we can search for it
online. This new phenomenon has been called “digital amnesia.”

And, not to forget the question above... the answer is yes: Luxembourg and

Mexico.
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(1) Which of these were mentioned as possible responses to the question in
paragraph four?
[check two]
(A) Getting information from a knowledgeable person
(B) Looking up the answer in a book
(C) Answering from memory
(D) Checking for information on the Internet

(2) Why were some people in the experiment less likely to remember trivia
statements?
(A) Because they naturally had poor memories.
(B) Because they thought the information would be available later.
(C) Because they had less time to memorize the statement.
(D) Because they believed that the statements were incorrect.

(8) Which of these is the best summary for this story?

(A) Due to easy access to Internet search engines, young people are becoming
unable to memorize information, and this is affecting their academic ability.

(B) Being able to search for information online at any time seems to be
affecting our memories and scientists are researching this.

(C) Although online search services are very useful, there is a danger that they
will make us forget information that we have previously learned.

(D) Experiments have shown that people have lost their ability to remember
things as a result of using online search engines.
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CI) () In the past, people used libraries and wise acquaintances to get

information.

®

There is no evidence that Internet search engines affect our brains.

In the experiments, participants were asked to read trivia questions and
statements.

@ () The results imply that we tend not to remember things if we believe we
can look them up online.

@ () There are two countries with the letter “x” in their names.
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@ In the survey, 44 percent of people said that smartphones are...

(A) the best devices for doing Internet searches.

(B) not useful for storing information.

(C) the main cause of digital amnesia.

(D) used as a part of their memory.

@ Eighty-eight percent of people said that...
(A) there is too much information to remember.
(B) it is easy to forget some types of information.
(C) they are too lazy to memorize information.

(D) their memory is becoming worse due to smartphones.

@ The ratio of people who would feel panic if they lost their smartphone was...
(A) 1in 2.
(B) 1in 3.
(©) 1in4.
(D) 1in 5.
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@ @ Is reliance on Internet search engines reducing our mental abilities?
‘A No, the research does not conclude that. Although the brain may be storing less
information that we know can be found online, it is becoming [ for / efficient /

more / at / information / searching ].
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@ @ Is a new type of memory system evolving in humans?
(A Not necessarily. It may be that our [ learning / are / use / brains / to ] the

Internet as a kind of external storage space for some information.
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@ @ How often do you use Internet search engines? For what purposes do you
use them? Explain your answer.
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