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® PREFACE

Which side are you on? Forming views and opinions presents fifteen
controversial issues that have been carefully chosen to appeal to students.
New and interesting information is presented in this stimulating collection
of texts. Students will vastly increase their knowledge about controversial
issues such as cloning technology, equal opportunities for men and
women, and children and television. Students are exposed to different
opinions on each issue and are encouraged to use these opinions as well
as their own.

Which side are you on? focuses on reading, vocabulary and listening skills
and can also be used as a discussion book. A variety of types of reading
texts are used to motivate students. Comprehension exercises guide
students to a clear understanding of the texts and the issues. Vibrant and
realistic dialogues present different viewpoints and focus on useful
vocabulary and expressions. Controlled listening exercises help students
to develop effective listening skills. Common phrases used for different
aspects of discussion are focused upon; for example, disagreeing, giving
examples and presenting surprising facts. The skill of discussion is
divided into sub-skills to help students gain confidence. This also provides
students with concrete practice activities. Optional discussion questions
are presented along with comprehensive teaching notes. Should teachers
decide to use the book as a discussion resource, students are presented
with lots of opportunity to prepare for each discussion. Which side are
you on? presents a variety of stimulating issues that students will enjoy
learning more about.

e HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

Before you read

This section helps students think about the topic and about their own
opinions. Once they have answered the questions, they compare answers
with at least one other person.

Reading
This section introduces different opinions about the topic. Students read
the two short texts and then answer the comprehension questions.

Listening

First, students hear two people discussing the issue presented in the unit.
As they listen they fill in the missing words. This section introduces more
colloquial expressions and more concrete opinions. Then students listen
to four statements and decide which speaker mentions each opinion in
the dialogue. This section helps students understand the dialogue better
and learn new expressions.
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Pros and Cons

Students try to remember all of the main points for both sides of the
issue mentioned in the unit. They complete the table with the points. If
they can’t remember they should look back at the unit. This will help
students prepare ideas and expressions to use in the next exercise.

Discussion tactics

Students use the expressions in the box to write a response to each of
the five sentences. They can use opinions already mentioned in the unit
or their own opinions. They should look back over the unit if they have
trouble coming up with a response. This exercise will help students learn
many expressions commonly used in discussion and debate.

Taking it further

These discussion questions are graded and become more difficult. You
may wish to choose a question that will not be too difficult for your
class. Alternatively, you can let the students discuss all three of the
questions. All of the questions are suitable for students to discuss in
pairs, groups or as a class. It can be a good idea to begin with small
group discussions and then open the discussion up to the whole class.
Make sure that all of the groups get a chance to contribute. You may also
wish to appoint a secretary for each group who is responsible for taking
notes during the discussion.

Question 1 usually requires students to describe a graph or some
statistics. Students may sometimes be asked to analyze the information.

Question 2 focuses on examples that are relevant to Japan. Students are
usually presented with a fact or statistic to illustrate a point.

Question 3 invites the students to have a discussion about the issue
introduced in the unit. By now students have had the chance to develop
some ideas and opinions about the topic.
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Unit1 Cell phones

e BEFORE YOU READ

Choose your answer and compare it with your partner’s. If you choose
‘other” write down your own answer.

1.

In what ways does your cell phone make life more convenient?

a. If the person I want to talk to is not there, I can send a text message.
b. It makes it unnecessary to carry an address book.

c. I never have to waste time searching for a payphone.

d. Other.

. What is the main disadvantage of cell phones?

a. Cell phone use may be connected to certain kinds of cancer.

b. If I use my cell phone a lot it is quite expensive.

c. Listening to other people’s cell phone conversations is annoying.
d. Other.

. Why are cell phones so popular with young people?

a. They are very convenient.

b. They are fashionable.

c. They make people feel important.
d. Other.




e READING

Read the newspaper story and the magazine column and then answer the

questions.
#a
GD

1 e 1-02

HELP

Girl Dragged by Train
Calls for Help on Cell Phone

Amber Scott of Madison
County, Indiana, is lucky
to be alive thanks to her
cell phone. Last Tuesday
she was driving to
university ~when she
stopped at a train crossing.
The driver behind her hit
her car and she was pushed
into a speeding train. Her
car became caught in the
train and was dragged
along for about half a
mile.

Amber was terrified but
she managed to make a
call on her cell phone. She
called 911 and told the
operator ~ what ~ was
happening. The police
then managed to contact

the train driver. The driver
couldn’t believe it when
he received a message on
his radio telling him about
Amber. He immediately
stopped the train and
rescued Amber.

Amazingly Amber
walked away from the
accident  with  only
bruises. ‘I really thought
that 1 was going to be
killed, Amber told us
yesterday. ‘I'm just so
glad that 1 had my cell
phone with me. I often
leave it at home because I
don’t use it very much. I'll
be taking it with me
everywhere from now on,
though!”

1. drag: 5l&95%

k2. bruise: #T#% (only bruises : (A DD %ﬁfﬁj




Unit 1
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TEXT
MESSAGING
MADNESS

According to phone
companies, there is a huge
increase in the

number of text messages
sent between 10 p.m. and
2 a.m. on Fridays and
Saturdays. Phone
companies must be
making a fortune — some
people send as many as
twenty messages a day.
Young guys and girls
everywhere are sending

text messages to each
other. This is a great way
to tell your friends which
club you are in or even to
flirt with someone you're
interested in. But now
people are sending text
messages to people they
don’t know and even going
on blind dates with them!
Aren’t things getting out of
hand? Whatever
happened to simple
messages like

R U coming out 2nite?

blind date:

(BELELL) BLeNDT5
(EZFOMMCE D) HF2HLTICWLT— b
out of hand: FicBIEW

RU coming out 2nite?: HEZZDEETLFLLTWVWEDT,
‘Are you coming out tonight?’ & &I K.

¢ UNDERSTANDING THE MAIN IDEAS

1. Choose the best summary for each of the two passages.
a. A cell phone helps you organize your social life.
b. Always carry your cell phone.
c. Cell phones have advantages and disadvantages.
d. Not everyone owns a cell phone.

. Circle T for True or F for False for each of the following statements.

a. Amber Scott’s cell phone saved her life. T/F
b. Amber called the train driver on her cell phone. T/F
c. Amber was seriously injured in the accident. T/F
d. Text messaging is extremely popular. T/F
e. Sending a text message doesn’t cost any money. T/F
f.

Young people send text messages only to people they know. T/F



Kate:

Jason:

Kate:

Jason:

Kate:

Jason:

® LISTENING

1. Listen to Kate and Jason discussing cell phones. Fill in the missing
words as you listen. & 1-04, 05

A girl on the train this morning was talking really loudly on her cell

phone. | think it’s so annoying when people talk loudly on their cell
phones. | don’t want to listen to other people’s phone conversations when
I’m on the train.

| know what you mean, but cell phones keep you from (a)
| often call my friends when I'm traveling to work, just to pass the time.

Why don’t you use text messaging instead? Then you (b)
people.

Actually, | use text messaging a lot. It’s such an easy way to flirt with girls!
| can even send messages to girls I've (c) . It's a great way
to meet people.

| don’t think that you should send messages to people you don’t
know. My friend Gina has been getting (d) and she doesn’t
know who is sending them. It’s quite scary.

That’s terrible! Maybe she should go to the police. | think the main
advantage of cell phones is that they are useful (e) . Your
cell phone could save your life one day!

2. Listen to the four statements. Write Kate (K) or Jason (J) to show who
mentions each opinion. & 1-06
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e Pros AND CONS

Complete the table with the pros and cons of using cell phones.

Pros of using cell phones Cons of using cell phones

1. A cell phone could save your life. 1. Some people talk too loudly on
their cell phones.

2. 2.

3. 3.

4. 4.

5. 5.

® DiscuUssION TACTICS

Write a sentence disagreeing with the following opinions and giving a
reason.

Weak Strong
That’s true, | don't think so because
That’s a good point, but... | disagree

| know what you mean,

EXAMPLE

Kate: I think it’s so annoying when people talk loudly on their cell phones.
I don’t want to listen to other people’s phone conversations when
I'm on the train.

Jason: I know what you mean, but cell phones keep you from getting
bored.

1. I think cell phones are a waste of time.

2. Sending a text message to someone you don’t know is a good idea.

3. I don’t think text messages are very useful.

4. People shouldn’t use cell phones on trains and buses.

5. You shouldn’t send text messages to people you don’t know.
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® TAKING IT FURTHER

1. Look at the table and answer the following questions.

How smartphone owners from different age groups use their phones.

a.

b.

Texting 100%
91%
Making phone calls 92%
98%
Social networking 95%
57%
Watching videos 79%
29%
Listening to music 75%
19%
Aged 18 — 30 Aged 55+

Which phone function did the highest percentage of younger
people use?

Which phone function was used by a higher percentage of older
people than younger people?

c. Which phone function shows the biggest gap between its use by

d.

older and younger people?
What can we surmise from the chart regarding the use of
smatrphones?

. Do you think it should be legal to use smartphones while

driving?

. Can you think of any other times when using a smartphone could

be dangerous or annoying for other people?

. Do we use smartphones too much? Which side are you on? Write

down your opinions before you discuss this topic. Give reasons to
support your opinions during your discussion.





