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PREFACE

“Thinking about our place in the world” can mean a couple of things. It can
refer to the notion that all people, at one time or another, try to figure out their
own personal significance as individuals in this increasingly interconnected global
society. It can also refer to a collective activity, whereby we as a global society try
to figure out the role of human beings in the big picture. This book will help readers
think about their own place in the world by presenting information and opinions
about a wide variety of topics, ranging from the influence of the media, to the rise
of rude behavior in public. This book will also help readers think about the place of
human beings in the world by also offering readings about topics that range from
the human impact on the environment, to the possible existence of extraterrestrial
life.

To make sure that readers can think carefully about the information
presented in this book, all of the chapters have been written in a very
straightforward way, which means that readers do not need any prior knowledge
of the topics covered. In addition, Katsunosuke Namita, professor emeritus at
Hokkaido University, has attached a series of carefully researched Japanese
annotations to each chapter. These annotations will undoubtedly prove helpful to
students while working through the reading sections. It is worth noting here that
this is now the third book on which Professor Namita and myself have collaborated,
and having had an opportunity to work once more with him was a great pleasure.

Since the world is growing increasingly interconnected, the ability to
communicate in English is rapidly becoming a virtual requirement. Those who
do not have command of the English language are likely to miss out on many
opportunities. Basic English skills are not enough, however, since the information
age demands that people have the ability to think critically in English. As
new questions arise about the society that we share with so many others, the
environment in which we live, and the ideas that shape how we understand
our own existence, it is vital that people not only possess the linguistic skills
necessary to communicate, but also the analytical skills necessary to communicate
intelligently. To that end, most of the chapters in this book present multiple
perspectives regarding the topics at hand so that each reader can form his or her
own opinion. The widely varying topics presented in this book are therefore meant
to be interesting, intellectually stimulating, and relevant for intelligent discussion.
Thinking carefully about some of these questions that have come up in recent years
can lead to some new answers, and in the process, it can help us all think about
our place in the world as individuals, and as a global society.

Francois de Soete
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TypeIT Up

How can writing something get you in trouble?
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Typing something up and posting it }
online is incredibly easy, but as this
chapter makes clear, it can also get the
person who wrote it in a lot of trouble.

1. GETTING STARTED

Think about each statement or question below, and circle the option with
which you agree most. There is no right or wrong answer here—it is your
opinion/!

How often do you write blogs or post messages on social media sites?
a. Very Often b. Often c. Occasionally d. Rarely

How often do you write about other people, including friends and celebrities?
a. Very Often b. Often c. Occasionally d. Rarely

Writing research papers is enjoyable.
a. Strongly Agree b. Agree c. Disagree d. Strongly Disagree



2. READING D2~6 &8
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Read the following short essay.

co1-2. People often point to Johannes Gutenberg’s movable type printing press
in the fifteenth century as one of the most revolutionary developments in human
history. Prior to Gutenberg’s invention, books were meticulously written by
hand, and so they were very expensive and largely inaccessible to most people.
Once the printing press emerged, however, books became far more accessible,
making it possible for revolutionary ideas in areas like science and politics
to spread rapidly throughout Europe. A more recent development may be
revolutionizing the world in similar ways: the rise of the Internet. Publishing
companies and newspapers used to essentially control who could and could

not be an author. With the rise of the Internet, however,
EXFERFOMSN
RINTONT, BE
large following by means of social networking. The result | o Point of Interest

anyone can start a blog, self-publish a book, or garner a

is that more perspectives about topics ranging from | ZwtA TH &I,

international politics to local news are now available.
This may be a good thing, but for those who put their ideas out there for the
world to read, there are some serious risks. Let us take a closer look at some of
the ways that people can get in trouble by just writing a course paper, a blog,
or even a brief post on a social networking site.

coi-3 One way that people can get in trouble when writing something is by
plagiarizing the work of others. Plagiarism occurs when someone copies another
person’s words, or rephrases someone else’s ideas, without stating the source
of those words or ideas. It is essentially taking credit for someone else’s words
or ideas. Plagiarism can be as blatant as deliberately copying an entire paper,
or as minor as accidentally copying just one sentence without using quotation
marks. Anyone who writes something or gives a speech can be accused of
plagiarism, but allegations of plagiarism most commonly arise in university
settings. Plagiarism may not have been quite as tempting a few decades ago
when students had to type up papers on a typewriter, since copying someone
else’s words still required a lot of typing. Today, however, students can simply
cut and paste written work from material found online. Many universities
therefore now require that students also provide digital copies of their papers so
that university instructors can use software to scan for plagiarism. Universities
view plagiarism as a serious act of academic dishonesty, and some universities
can even expel students who plagiarize.

coi-2 Another big concern when it comes to writing is the risk of violating
intellectual property laws. Most notably, those who put their writing online in
the form of a blog or self-publish a book, for example, can violate copyright laws

2



Chapter 1 Type It Up

if they are not careful. Copyright laws are complicated. For instance, copyrights
eventually expire, but the length of time varies from country to country. This
means that a book may be copyrighted in one country, but considered public
domain in another country. Moreover, fair use laws may allow writers to freely
copy a limited amount of material from copyrighted works, but the rules about
what counts as fair use are subject to interpretation. This means that someone
who uses something from copyrighted material may believe that his or her
usage constitutes fair use, but the copyright holder may not agree. If that is
the case, the copyright holder can sue in court. The person accused of violating
a copyright may have to spend a lot to hire an attorney, and may end up losing
even more money if he or she loses the case.

co1-5 Finally, writing something online can violate defamation laws. Broadly
speaking, defamation can come in the form of slander, which is a verbal attack
on someone’s character, or in the form of libel, which is a written attack on
someone’s character. Writing blog posts, or even just making a comment on a
social networking site, can result in a defamation lawsuit. As with intellectual
property laws, defamation laws are complex, and vary from country to country.
In one country, writing something that hurts someone’s reputation may not
lead to a lawsuit if the statement is true. In some cases, even if the statement 1s
false, the person who wrote it can avoid being sued if the statement in question
is clearly a personal opinion. In another country, however, making statements
that hurt someone’s reputation can result in a lawsuit even if the statement is
actually true. This means that anyone who writes about other people, whether
it 1s someone he or she knows personally, or a celebrity that he or she has
never met, can be sued for defamation. In some countries, defamation may
even constitute a crime that can lead to prison time.

coi-e Ultimately, history has shown that the written word is a powerful
force. There is no better example of this than the way that the development
of the printing press helped spread ideas that transformed Europe just a few
centuries ago. The power of the written word today is at just about everyone’s
fingertips, insofar as it is now so easy for people to disseminate their thoughts
and opinions online. Using this power irresponsibly, however, is a recipe for
trouble. Fortunately, exercising caution can help people avoid getting into
trouble when they share their writing with others. Making sure to seek the
permission of copyright holders before using copyrighted material, for instance,
can help avoid lawsuits. On the other hand, dishonestly passing off the ideas
of others as one’s own ideas, failing to respect intellectual property laws, and
attacking the character of others can lead to serious consequences. For those
who live in democratic societies, then, as much as they may enjoy having the
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right to freely express themselves, that right to free expression can actually be
quite costly if misused.

NOTES
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3.VOCABULARY

Try to use the context in the reading section to figure out the correct definition
for each vocabulary word in the column on the left.

1. control ( ) a. change significantly

2. deliberately ( ) b. have power over

3. constitute ( ) c. be the same as something
4. transform ( ) d. carefulness

5. caution ( ) e. done intentionally

4. COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

Read each statement below carefully, and then based on the information
presented in this chapter, write “T” if it is true or “F” if it is false.

1. Simply copying one sentence written by someone else, without using
quotation marks, can get a student in trouble for plagiarism.

2. It is sometimes possible to use copyrighted material since fair use
laws exist that allow people to do so.

3. As long as someone believes that using someone else’s copyrighted
material is fair use, then he or she will not face a lawsuit.

4, In some instances, writing something that hurts a person’s
reputation, even if true, can lead to a lawsuit.

5. The author concludes that people should avoid writing something
and putting it online since it can be such a costly mistake.
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5. SUMMARY ® 7

Listen carefully to the audio recording for this summary and fill in the blanks
in the paragraph below.

The rise of the Internet has made it easy for " to disseminate his or
her ideas. Putting one’s ideas in writing, however, 1s sometimes %)

For example, copyright laws can expose writers to if they

3)
misinterpret fair use laws when using copyrighted material in their own
writing. Libel laws can also get writers in trouble if they " write
comments about other people. It is therefore important that people remember

to act when putting their ideas out there for anyone to read.

Q POINT OF INTEREST

The Power of the Written Word
A good illustration of the power of writing comes from Martin Luther’s Ninety-five Theses,

which he wrote in 1517. The German theologian’s Ninety-five theses were essentially
ninety-five sentences that challenged some of the Catholic Church’s core views. Although
this seems like just a short piece of writing, his words transformed European society
dramatically. It helped spark the Protestant Reformation, which led to a wide variety of
Christian denominations and a number of vicious religious wars. As for Luther himself,

he was condemned by the Catholic Church.






