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n Before You Watch
Look at the title and photos and then answer the questions.

1. What do you think the news title means?

2. What kind of rental services are available in the

above photos?
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E Word Match

Match each word or phrase with its definition below.

—~~
~—
—

. The post office charges an extra fee for registered mail.

() 2.If you are married, you must fill in your spouse’s name on this housing

application form.

() 3. Women used to stay at home to take care of their children, but that's no

longer the norm.
() 4.He told everyone he was a famous movie star, but he was just a fake.

() 5. Staff at this Michelin-starred restaurant obsess over the smallest details.

Everything must be perfect.
() 6. His parents strongly disapproved of his plan to be an actor.
() 7. Ispentmy summer vacation hanging out with some old friends.

() 8. The bakery lost many loyal customers when they changed the recipe for
making its best-selling apple pie.

someone or something that appears to be real or genuine, but is not
. someone who is married; a husband or wife

to think that somebody/something is not good or suitable

o N o o

. something (such as a behavior or way of doing something) that is usual or
expected

to spend time relaxing, talking, or doing something with (someone)

the amount of money that is paid for a particular job or service

. continuing to use the products or services of a particular business

S @ oo

. to keep thinking about someone or something too much

E] Getting the Gist (First Viewing) [Time 02:39] e 84
Watch the news and choose the right word in each statement.
1. InJapan, there is an unusual rental service which you can use to rent a ( club /

family / team ) member for a personal situation or social event.

2. People at a pet rental shop in Tokyo feel ( relaxed / stressed / worried ) when

they spend time with the dogs they rent.



CBS NewsBreak 4

WEBEHE

ﬂ Getting into Details (Second Viewing) [Time 02:39]
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Watch or listen to the news again. Fill in the blanks and answer the questions.

[£31-03]

Anthony Mason: Having someone stand
in as [a] friend or loved
one isn’tjust a Hollywood

As

5 Adriana Diaz shows us,

fantasy  anymore.

GBNg HIRE POWER

“" [RENTING FAMILY, FRIENDS, AND INFLUENCE IN JAPAN W%

people in Japan are now

paying for imposters.

Adriana Diaz: Ryuichi Ichinokawa runs something called a “Rental
Family” company, and business (
10 ).Forafee, heand his staff willimpersonate

your parents, your boss, even your spouse.

Digzz Have you ever been

discovered?
Ryuichi Ichinokawa: Never.

o ?
15 Diaz: Never? G HIRE POWER

RENTING FAMILY, FRIENDS, AND INFLUENCE IN JAPAN

Um.

Ichinokawa:

Diaz: It might sound strange, but Ichinokawa’s business
was immortalized in a 2012 documentary called

“Rent a Family Inc.” He says his (

20 ) navigate the tricky norms of Japanese society.
Diazz Why is there ( ) for renting

fake family members?
“The Japanese obsess over etiquette, manners
and appearances a lot 4

25 more than Americans
do,” he said. “For my
clients, not violating
protocol is  extremely Teue irepower

RENTING FAMILY, FRIENDS, AND INFLUENCE IN JAPAN

important.”
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30 He recently posed as a pregnant woman’s father,
because her real dad disapproved of her engagement.
She says he saved the marriage.

Comprehension Check

1. [T/F]
2.[T/F]
breaking complicated Japanese social rules.
3.[T/F]
and etiquette than Americans.

[£41-04]
Diaz: Across town, another rental’s in progress. For 10
dollars an hour, a proudly un-hip, middle-aged guy
35 will let you vent, and offer his worldly wisdom. This
time, self-proclaimed “old fogey” Takanobu Nishimoto

is serving up life lessons. Today; it’s ( ).

Nishimoto sees clients
almost daily, proving “over- |

40 the-hill” is underrated.

“I's because I'm a total

stranger that clients can s s

MORNING = el -
RENTING FAMILY, FRIENDS, AND INFLUENCE IN JAPAN

unload even (
), he told us. “They’ll say,

45 I can’t breathe a word of this to anyone I know.”

Comprehension Check

Ryuichi Ichinokawa’s impersonating business has not been very successful.
Clients of Ichinokawa’s company can rent a fake family member to avoid

Ichinokawa claims that Japanese people are less obsessed with manners

un-hip

7EE0 FHGEND
let you vent
TP A L AZF
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worldly wisdom
HE ) DR

self-proclaimed
“old fogey”
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over-the-hill
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4.[T/F] A middle-aged man who will listen to your problems can be hired for free.
5. [T/F] Takanobu Nishimoto thinks clients come to him for advice because they

don’t know him.

6. [T/F] Nishimoto’s clients let go of stress by sharing secrets with him which they

would never tell to their friends or family.

[#41-05]
Diaz: In Japan’s unusual rental universe, sometimes the
services are provided ( ), instead

of two.
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Diaz:

At Tokyo’s “Dog Heart”
shop, patrons plunk down
cash to hang out with
oodles of poodles, beagles,

and a golden retriever

PR
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named Rika.

“Japanese are ( )
things like a dog or a car from a friend,” said owner
Yukiko Tsuchiya. “So, it's simpler to rent from a

company.”

Delivery worker Yoshiro Yamaguchi is one of her most
loyal customers. He ( )

each way every month to get his canine fix.

“Playing with dogs is relaxing,” he told us. “It gives

me energy to ,( ).”

For the pet-deprived
and the status-obsessed,
the lovelorn and the
confused... in Japan, at
least... you can

).
For CBS This Morning Saturday, Adriana Diaz, Tokyo.

Comprehension Check

7. [T/F] The owner of the shop says that Japanese people prefer borrowing dogs or

cars from their friends to renting them from a company.

customers, and travel long distances to use the service.

plunk down cash
RezREHT

oodles of ~
72K EAD

canine fix
RiCKBEL

pet-deprived
Ry NDEA RN
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lovelorn
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8. [T/F] Some people who rent dogs from the Dog Heart shop become loyal

9.[T/F] The rental services reported in the story are especially useful for people

who have no pets or are worried about personal problems or social rules.
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] summary #41.06
Fill in the blanks. The first two letters of each word are already given.

Having someone ( st ) in as a friend or loved one isn't just
something you see in movies. People in Japan are now ,( pa )
for impostors. Ryuichi Ichinokawa runs a “Rental Family” company. For a
S fe ), he and his staff will impersonate your parents, your
boss, even your ,( sp ). His business is popular because it s
helps clients navigate the sometimes complicated 5( no ) of
Japanese society. He says the Japanese ( ob ) over etiquette,
manners and appearances. His clients are very concerned about not breaking
A pr ) concerning etiquette or appropriate behavior. Another
rental agency offers advice from an un-hip, middle-aged guy who will listen to 10
your troubles and offer suggestions, including dating advice. The service is
popular because he is a complete ( st ). Customers can tell even
their darkest secrets to him without worrying someone will know. People can
even rent ( do ). Some Japanese are ,( un )

about borrowing from a friend, so it’s simpler to rent from a company. 15

© Useful Tip
~N

{E1%ENERAID have
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1. I'll make him attend the meeting. (38T 257

2.T'll let him attend the meeting. (XD LI Y IITHETHIT B55)
3.I'll have him attend the meeting. (Fi. L7 DHIATZD LTITHE 555
4.T11 get him to attend the meeting. (FHLTZ 5 LTI 2HH)

AL DO E)E have (& [to arrange for someone to do something | DL T.
[EFRLL ) #EDICHDZLTEE S| EEZAZDNENTLE D,
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ﬂ Conversation in Action Q‘% 1-07
Put the Japanese statements into English. Then listen to check your answers.

Mari: Look at this website. You can rent all kinds of stuff.

Leo: Wow!  _For a family member!
(BEZIAEREDPFRDIICBROITINDATRR)

Mari: It's a low-key service for people who ,

at social events. (ELWALEDIBBICZEDLD)

Leo: This ad says you can vent or get worldly wisdom and life lessons |

for just 1,000 yen an hour.

(2<RHMEBADHE)

Mari: You can even , !
(IS FEELREFERZRBI T OO YEE) D)

Leo: That's amazing! In Japan you can rent anything!

VLGR ET low-key = top secret: something very confidential

Critical Thinking

Discuss the following questions with your partner or group. Give reasons to support
your opinions.

Understanding the News
1. What service does the Rental Family company provide for customers?
2. Why is there such a high demand for this service?

3. What other types of rental services are available?

What Would You Do?

1. What do you think of the family rental service described in the news story?
Would you ever use this kind of service? If yes, what family member or

person(s) would you rent?
2. Have you ever rented anything? What did you rent and why?

3. What other types of rental services would you use?
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