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Preface

Listen Up, Talk Back is a comprehensive listening and speaking course for elementary
to intermediate students. This two-book series has been specially written for
Japanese college and university students. The topics in Listen Up, Talk Back reflect
the kinds of situations students come across both when studying in their home
country and abroad. The topics are practical, useful, and generative. Students will be
able to use the language they practice in Listen Up, Talk Back in everyday situations.
Students are introduced to characters whom they will be able to relate to. This
approach greatly helps them to tap into existing knowledge, experience, vocabulary,
and structures, and to build upon this further.

Each unit focuses on a topic and related vocabulary, functions, and grammar.
Students are also provided with a wide range of speaking and listening activities and
exercises. These have been carefully written to provide an appropriate amount of
support in order to make each task challenging yet achievable.

How to use this book
Warm-up

The warm up activities introduce the topic of the unit. A visual image is provided to
help establish the context. Students are invited to draw on and discuss their own
experience of the topic. Key vocabulary for the unit is presented to allow for
maximum comprehension of the listening tasks.

Listening activities

Listening is a key aspect of this series. Each unit provides three separate listening
tasks. Each listening task consists of two to three activities. The listening activities
initially focus on general understanding, followed by listening for details. General
understanding activities may be to identify who is speaking or to identify the general
topic of a conversation. Listening for detail activities include listening for numbers,
completing tables with key information, and underlining the correct word in a
sentence. Each activity is carefully designed to involve minimal responses as far as
possible in order to allow students to focus on listening more than writing.

A wide variety of exercise types is used to maximize student engagement. In addition,
students are exposed to a variety of listening texts such as conversations,
advertisements, voicemail messages, and announcements. It is advised that teachers
allow students to listen to each text a number of times. Students will need repetition
of the listening texts in order to focus on the different demands of each activity.

Tips for Communication

These useful, practical tips for everyday communication support the following
speaking activities. The tips are drawn from the conversations in the listening
exercises, so students get a good sense of the context they relate to. The tips focus on
things such as answering the phone, using idioms, addressing people formally and
informally, and strategies for keeping a conversation going.



Speaking activities

Speaking practice is an important feature of this series. Each unit offers three
opportunities for students to speak within the given topic area. Pair work is a key
activity.

In Talk with a Partner, students practice simple spoken interactions based on a
“chunk” of language they have heard in the Listening texts.

In Develop Your Speaking Skills, students first read a scripted dialog aloud, and then
introduce different elements to create their own conversation, communicating more
freely within the language structures they have encountered. If appropriate, teachers
could invite pairs to “perform” their conversations to the rest of the class.

Each of the above exercise types is accompanied by a language box that sets out key
vocabulary, expression, and patterns.

In the third speaking activity of each unit, students practice in a range of
communication channels, including voicemail messages, advertisements, and
announcements. In some units, the third speaking activity gives students guidance to
enable them to prepare and give a short talk or a more formal speech. Teachers
should give students ample time and support as they prepare their talks or speeches.
Encouragement and support is vital to making students feel comfortable about
speaking in front of others.

Grammar Focus

In each unit, one element of grammar is highlighted and explained. The grammar
point is drawn from the conversations in the listening exercises. A clear explanation
is given, with examples. The students complete exercises to consolidate their
understanding of the grammar point.
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Warm-up

A good way to meet new people and make friends is to join a club. Imagine you are
starting at a new university and you want to meet some new people. Look at the
list of clubs. Would you like to join any of them?

A Think of other clubs that you might find at a university. Write them in the spaces

below.

Social and cultural groups Sporting groups
Drama Club Badminton Club
University Choir Tennis Club
Chess Club Swimming Club

B Write the correct word from the box beside each meaning.

roommate introduce volunteer online

to tell someone what your a person who works without being paid,
nameis: just to help others:
a person (not family) who lives in the on the Internet:

2 same residence as you:




Meet Takashi! He is 20 years old and he comes
from Japan. Takashi is studying at a university
in the United States, and now he is living in a
shared residence with other students.

Listening 1 g@ 1-02

A &y Listen to Takashi talking to his new roommate, Jess. Write short answers.
1. Who starts the conversation?
2. Who moved in first?
3. What event does Jess mention to Takashi?
4. What is the last question Takashi asks Jess?

B &% Listen again and check Takashi or Jess.

Takashi Jess

1. Who moved in today? [] []
2. Who decided to stay longer? [] []
3. Who is going to the barbecue? [] []

Tips for Communication

Being friendly

When you meet someone new, it’s usual to ask questions. Don’t ask anything too
personal, though. In Jess and Takashi’s conversation, the questions are quite general.
They both feel comfortable answering each other’s questions. Avoid topics such as
girlfriends/boyfriends, religion, and politics.

Sounding friendly

Using a friendly voice is important when talking to someone you haven’t met
before. It helps to make you both feel relaxed and makes the conversation run
smoothly. If you use a friendly voice, it also allows you to ask the other person
questions. They won’t feel that you are being intrusive and will be more likely to
answer your questions, and ask you some, too.

Using a friendly voice is easy. You just need to use the “music” in your voice. Try to
make your voice sound interesting by using higher and lower intonation. Avoid
speaking with a flat voice. Listen to how people talk in movies or on television. Also, if
you smile when you are talking, your voice actually sounds friendlier. Try recording
yourself so you can hear what you sound like.
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Listening 2 #4103

A 3 Who likes to do these things in their free time? Listen and check Jess or Takashi.
Jess Takashi

1. play basketball [] []

2. play online games [] L]

3. eat out [] []

4. go to the gym [] []

5. go to the movies [] []

B &% Who do they do each activity with? Listen again and circle the correct words

Oor names.

1. play basketball with Jemma / friends
2. study with roommates / Jemma

3. play online games with Matt / Andy
4.go to the gym with friends / by myself

Talk with a Partner

Work with a partner. Take turns to ask: What do you like to do in your free
time? Use expressions from the box in your answers.

LANGUAGE BOX
Expressions:

I often ... with ...

I sometimes ... with ...

I ... with ... twice a week
We sometimes ...

L

Example activities:

go shopping

play soccer

go to the swimming pool
go to a restaurant

People:
friends
family
roommates

-
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Meeting New People

Grammar Focus

Gerunds
In the first dialog between Jess and Takashi, Jess asks Do you like swimming?

In that sentence, swimmingis a gerund. A gerund is the -ing form of a verb used
as a noun (for example, walking, dancing, running, playing).

Walking is a good way to exercise.

To talk about activities we do in our free time, we can use a verb such as enjoy,
like, or love with a gerund.

I'love skiing. Ienjoy cooking. Do you like playing online games?

Complete the sentences using verbs from the box in the gerund form.

smoke dance listen read shop

1. is bad for your health.

2. is fun and it’s a good form of exercise.
3. Rob likes manga comics.

4.Bree loves for clothes.

5.l enjoy to many kinds of music.

Develop Your Speaking Skills

A You are going to practice introducing yourself. Work in pairs and practice the
dialog.

Kim: Hi. We haven’t met. My name  Kim: I’m from Denver.
is Kim. Takashi: Where is Denver?
Takashi: Hello, Kim. I’'m Takashi. Kim: It’s close to the Rocky Mountains.
Kim:  Nice to meet you, Takashi. Takashi: Do you like skiing?
Takashi: Nice to meet you, too. Kim: Yes, I do.
Kim: = Where are you from?

Takashi: I’'m from Japan. How about you?

B Now practice in pairs with different students. For each dialog choose a different
name, a place, and an activity you like to do.

LANGUAGE BOX

A B
Hi. We haven’t met yet. My name is ... | Hello. I'm ...
Nice to meet you, ... Nice to meet you, too.
Where are you from? I’m from ... How about your
I’'m from ... Do you like —ing? Yes, Ido / No.Idon’t




Listening 3: Announcement #4100

6o Itis “Move-in Day” at Takashi’s new college. Listen to the announcement and
circle the correct words in each sentence.

1. This is a day for new students to move into their rooms / start classes.

2. The volunteers are wearing blue / orange T-shirts.

3. The new students / volunteers will take the boxes and bags to the rooms.
4.The new students need to get their room key and a map / hat.

5.In the evening, students are invited to a barbecue / movie night.

Listening 4: Voicemail g@ 1-05

A 63 Listen to the voicemail message. Circle the correct answer.
Why is Jim calling Takashi?
a. to ask Takashi where the barbecue is taking place
b. to tell Takashi that he’ll be late for the barbecue
c. to ask Takashi if he wants to go to the barbecue

B 63 Listen again and circle the correct answers.

1. How many messages does 2. What time does Jim want
Takashi have? to meet Takashi?
a.one a.6:00 p.m.
b.two b.6:15 p.m.
c. three €.6:50 p.m.

Speaking: Leave a Voicemail Message

Work with a partner. Take turns to practice leaving a voicemail message about
going to an event. Use expressions from the box.

LANGUAGE BO

Hi, ... It’s ... here. | I'm calling movie night. | It startsat ... Let me know.
about the ... barbecue. It’s being held | You have my
I'mcallingto | party. number.
iee ifyowdlike | , ¢ We could meet | Bye.

080 - at ... Talk to you

Are you later.
planning to go
to the ...?




