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Preface

Listen Up, Talk Back is a comprehensive listening and speaking course for elementary
to intermediate students. This two-book series has been specially written for
Japanese college and university students. The topics in Listen Up, Talk Back reflect
the kinds of situations students come across both when studying in their home
country and abroad. The topics are practical, useful, and generative. Students will be
able to use the language they practice in Listen Up, Talk Back in everyday situations.
Students are introduced to characters whom they will be able to relate to. This
approach greatly helps them to tap into existing knowledge, experience, vocabulary,
and structures, and to build upon this further.

Each unit focuses on a topic and related vocabulary, functions, and grammar.
Students are also provided with a wide range of speaking and listening activities and
exercises. These have been carefully written to provide an appropriate amount of
support in order to make each task challenging yet achievable.

How to use this book
Warm-up

The warm up activities introduce the topic of the unit. A visual image is provided to
help establish the context. Students are invited to draw on and discuss their own
experience of the topic. Key vocabulary for the unit is presented to allow for
maximum comprehension of the listening tasks.

Listening activities

Listening is a key aspect of this series. Each unit provides three separate listening
tasks. Each listening task consists of two to three activities. The listening activities
initially focus on general understanding, followed by listening for details. General
understanding activities may be to identify who is speaking or to identify the general
topic of a conversation. Listening for detail activities include listening for numbers,
completing tables with key information, and underlining the correct word in a
sentence. Each activity is carefully designed to involve minimal responses as far as
possible in order to allow students to focus on listening more than writing.

A wide variety of exercise types is used to maximize student engagement. In addition,
students are exposed to a variety of listening texts such as conversations,
advertisements, voicemail messages, and announcements. It is advised that teachers
allow students to listen to each text a number of times. Students will need repetition
of the listening texts in order to focus on the different demands of each activity.

Tips for Communication

These useful, practical tips for everyday communication support the following
speaking activities. The tips are drawn from the conversations in the listening
exercises, so students get a good sense of the context they relate to. The tips focus on
things such as answering the phone, using idioms, addressing people formally and
informally, and strategies for keeping a conversation going.



Speaking activities

Speaking practice is an important feature of this series. Each unit offers three
opportunities for students to speak within the given topic area. Pair work is a key
activity.

In Talk with a Partner, students practice simple spoken interactions based on a
“chunk” of language they have heard in the Listening texts.

In Develop Your Speaking Skills, students first read a scripted dialog aloud, and then
introduce different elements to create their own conversation, communicating more
freely within the language structures they have encountered. If appropriate, teachers
could invite pairs to “perform” their conversations to the rest of the class.

Each of the above exercise types is accompanied by a language box that sets out key
vocabulary, expression, and patterns.

In the third speaking activity of each unit, students practice in a range of
communication channels, including voicemail messages, advertisements, and
announcements. In some units, the third speaking activity gives students guidance to
enable them to prepare and give a short talk or a more formal speech. Teachers
should give students ample time and support as they prepare their talks or speeches.
Encouragement and support is vital to making students feel comfortable about
speaking in front of others.

Grammar Focus

In each unit, one element of grammar is highlighted and explained. The grammar
point is drawn from the conversations in the listening exercises. A clear explanation
is given with examples. The students complete exercises to consolidate their
understanding of the grammar point.
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Listening
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Campus Life

Health Care

My Favorite Things

International Travel

Weather

Education

Exploring a New City

Learning English




The Environment

Buildings and Addresses

Jobs and Work

Future Plans
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Here are the people you'll meet
in the book.
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- He s 20 years old and he comes from
Japan. Takashi is at university in the

. United States, and now he is living in a _
shared residence with other students. Ao

She is 20 years old and she comes
from Virginia. Now Meg is attending
/| university and is living in a shared

- residence with other students.

But she lives close to her family.

She is 19 years old and she lives in
Japan. Yoko is a university student.

r

Yoko g

~ Heis a 20-year-old student from
California. Bill has moved to a different
state to study at university. Now he’s
living in a shared residence with other

students.




A Campus life is made up of many different activities. Look at what the people are
saying. Match their words to the pictures. Write the numbers of the pictures.

C€1don’t really understand this €€ Good morning. I hope you’ve all done
paragraph. Can you help me? 9 9 the reading I set you last week. 9 9
Hello! Are you interested
€ € Block it! Block it! in joining our club?
Go, go! Yes!9 9

66 Are you headed to the library?
I’m going that way, too. Do you

€ € Cellos, I'd like you to play louder. T Eo e A

Let’s try it again from the beginning. 9 9

B Work with a partner. What other activities are part of campus life? Make a list.



Listening 1

A §¥ Takashi is asking about joining the University Recreation Center. Which
things are included in membership, and which things have an extra fee? Check

the correct box.

EXTRA FEE

INCLUDED
1. Use of the gym []
2. Fitness classes []
3. Use of the climbing wall []
4. Use of the pool []

HinEn

B &) Listen again. Circle T for true or F for false.

1. Undergraduate students can join the Recreation Center for free.

2. The Recreation Center is closed on Sundays.

3. There is a discount if you buy ten fitness classes together.
4. Takashi has done rock climbing before.

5. Takashi wants to use the swimming pool.

Tips for Communication

T/F
T/F
T/F
T/F
T/F

Include, included, including

Takashi says: Are the fitness classes included?

He is asking if the classes come as a part of Recreation Center membership or are
something extra. To include means to have something as a part of a total. We often use

this word when talking about prices and deals.

Does membership include use of the swimming pool?
Does our accommodation include breakfast?

The tour package includes all meals, but alcoholic drinks are not included.

We use including to introduce a list of examples of things in a group.

The Recreation Center offers many activities, including rock climbing and

volleyball.
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Listening 2 108

A £ Takashi is asking for directions on campus. Listen and circle the correct
words.
1. Takashi wants to go to the Business Studies / Theater Studies Building.
2. Takashi says he wants to go on the shuttle bus / on foot.
3. At Founders Avenue, Takashi should turn left / right.
4. Takashi needs to walk along / across the river.

B £¥ Listen again. Fill in the blanks.

1. It’s a walk.

2. The campus shuttle bus comes past
here every minutes.

3.I'mnotina ,and

it’s a nice day!
4.I'm Erica, by the

Talk with a Partner

Practice talking with another student about joining a group or program on
campus. Choose a group or program from the box below. Ask about joining and

about extras.
LANGUAGE BOX
Student A Student B

I’m interested in becoming a member | Ijust need you to fill out this form.
of the ... How do I join?

Does that include ...? Yes, that’s included. / No, you have to pay
Are / Is ... included? extra for ...
Groups or Recreation . environment
choir study group
programs Center group
Included use of gym UECOT e gloves use of library
room
Extras UED Gl sheet music T-shirt and hat | notes

wall




Grammar Focus

Gerunds after adjectives and prepositions

Takashi says: I'm interested in becoming a member of the Recreation Center.
When a verb comes after a preposition (for example in, of, about, for), the verb
takes the gerund form (-ing). This structure is often used after adjectives that
describe feelings. Here are more examples:

Sam is afraid of flying. I'm sorry for forgetting your name earlier.
I’'m nervous about giving the presentation. Joe is keen on hiking.

Complete the sentences using the prepositions and verbs given in the gerund form.

1. Susan is excited her new job. (about / start)

2. Max is proud the singing contest. (of / win)

3. Let’s go! I'm worried the train. (about / miss)

4.John is fond up words in the dictionary. (of / look)

5.'msick at this place. Can we try somewhere new?
(of / eat)

Develop Your Speaking Skills

A Work in pairs and practice the dialog.

B

A: Hi there. Can I help you?

B : Yes, I'm interested in becoming a member of the basketball club. How do I join?
A: Welcome to the basketball club. I'm excited about having you as a member.
B

: Thank you. But I've never played basketball before. I’'m worried about causing
problems for others.

A: Not at all. Our coach is good at training beginners. You’ll soon be a better player.

Now practice the dialog with different groups or clubs. Try to use gerunds
after adjectives and prepositions by choosing expressions from the box.

LANGUAGE BOX

B A
I’m interested in becoming a member | Welcome to the... . I'm ....
of the... club.
Thank you. But I've never ... . before. | Not at all. Our coachis ... .
I'm....

Useful Words and Phrases

soccer, swimming, photography, dance, be keen on, be fascinated by,
be pleased at, be thrilled at, be nervous about, be afraid of, be sorry for, injury,
catch up, be experienced in
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A &3 Listen to the online video and fill in the blanks.

Welcome to Midlands College. This video is designed to introduce you to the

Student Counseling and Wellbeing Service. Campus life can be enjoyable, but

it can also be * At the Counseling and Wellbeing Service, we

understand that a range of issues can make it hard to get the most out of your time

here at Midlands. We’re here to help, with both academic and 2
counseling. Our StudyWise program offers academic counseling and support
through a range of workshops to help you improve your study, time-management,

and ? skills. Our personal counseling service is here to help with

issues like managing stress and taking care of your mental *

It’s simple to arrange a confidential one-on-one meeting with one of our highly

qualified counselors and psychologists. If you need someone to *

to, we’re here. Why not visit the Student Counseling and Wellbeing Service

and find out more about us: We’re on Level 1 of the Lacey Building, and we’re

e from nine to five, Monday through Friday.
B ¥ Listen again. Circle T for true or F for false.
1. The StudyWise program offers counseling on personal issues. T/F
2. The personal counseling service can arrange for students to meet with a
psychologist. T/F
3. The Student Counseling and Wellbeing Service is closed on weekends. T/F

Read the Script Aloud

Now pretend that you are the narrator of the video. Read the script aloud.

Include the words that you wrote to fill the blanks. Speak slowly and clearly. Use
intonation—stress the important words (make them stronger). Practice by stressing
the bold words in the script above.You may practice silently to yourself first. Then
read the script aloud to a partner or to your class.





