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For many years, the word “gig” has been mainly used by young people to talk
about a live musical performance in a small venue. “Let’s go to a gig this weekend!”
they might say. From a musician’s point of view, a gig also has the nuance of work.
(2] These days, not only musicians but people doing all kinds of short-term jobs
are said to be doing “gig work.” This is a sector of the economy that has expanded
greatly in the past few years. It is difficult to estimate the size of the gig economy
but one recent survey in the United States found that 30 percent of the workforce
is doing some kind of gig work.

(3] Many people wonder what the difference is between gig work and temporary
work. Certainly, the latter category has existed for many years. In general,
temporary workers are sent to work at companies by a temporary employment
agency. They may work at the company for several weeks, months, or even longer.
(4] Gig workers, on the other hand, are freelancers who find work through app-
based digital platforms such as Uber Eats, TaskRabbit, and Upwork. These apps
allow gig workers to connect with customers, for whom they complete one task. In
the case of an Uber Eats’ gig worker, the task is delivering one meal to one
customer. This reveals a major trait of gig work—it is task-based work rather than
working for a fixed period of time.

(6] Although gig work may have the image of being mainly food delivery or taxi
driving, the range of gigs has increased a lot in recent years. People with
appropriate skills can now become gig workers in many sectors including
programming, video editing, hairdressing, care work, teaching, and more.

[6] The COVID-19 pandemic has had a mixed impact on gig working. For some
workers, especially in the food delivery sector, gigs have increased. For others, the
negative impact of the pandemic on the economy has severely reduced their
income. Nevertheless, for people who sadly became unemployed during the

pandemic, gig work may be a route back to employment.



Unit 1 «Gig Work

“gig” [+ (—&RYDZ7)] live musical performance 51 7&Z% venue =1 from one’s point of
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Comprehension Questions
RDOERBICHTBRBBUBERICYN—TZLE L& S,

1. Which of these is true about gig work?
W [A] It only refers to work in the music business.
U [B] More people have started doing it recently.
(1 [C] Over half of workers in America are gig workers.
1 [D] A gig usually lasts for several weeks.

2. Which of these is a function of a digital platform?
(1 [A] To decide the length of the gig.
1 [B] To give training to gig workers.
1 [C] To advertise the benefits of gig work.
1 [D] To help gig workers find customers.

3. Which of these is the best summary for this story?

U [A] Gig work is a new type of task-based employment in which workers use
digital platforms to connect with customers.

(1 [B] Because gig work has become more popular recently, the number of
people working for temporary employment agencies has declined.

) [C] Many problems arising from gig work have been reported in the media
recently, but nevertheless it is becoming more popular.

1 [D] Gig work is a popular new working style that offers employment
opportunities in a few specialized fields.



Vocabulary Practice
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1. The range of services offered by digital platforms is all the

time. [ existing, expanding, connecting, wondering ]

2. Gig work may not be for people who want to work long-
term for one company. [ difficult, negative, temporary, appropriate ]

3. from gig work might be unstable, especially in times of
crisis such as during the COVID-19 pandemic.

[ Venue, Sector, Income, Task ]

Grammar Point ARITANETEFAD ing 72
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1. ... not only musicians but people doing all kinds of short-term jobs are said to be
doing “gig work.” [ 2 EE%& ]
2. ... 30 percent of the workforce is doing some kind of gig work. [%52 &% ]

B. 8145 ([~932&)

3. In the case of an Uber Eats’ gig worker, the task is delivering one meal to one
customer. [ 4EE
“[be BI5E+##55] DR TEIRFENERSINDIHS (B)E. REETEA., 2)EREALRWVI &,
4. ... it is task-based work rather than working for a fixed period of time. [ %5 4 E¥& |
5. ... gig work may have the image of being mainly food delivery or taxi driving ...
[B5EE]

C. /ST ([~LTWB

6. ... not only musicians but people doing all kinds of short-term jobs are said to be
doing “gig work.” [%5 2 E¥E |
*doing all kinds of short-term jobs H'ERIDEE people ZEEL TS,



Unit 1 «Gig Work

Writing
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In general, (a percentage / by taking / of the fee / digital platforms / make money )
that the customer pays to the gig worker.

2. BEAEDTIINTSYRTF—LAICF. EVWFELNFHEDOSWVWFI D—A—& &N EZTEE
ST BV AT LN GHIE T,
Most digital platforms have a rating system that ( a gig worker / to choose / a high
rating / who has / allows buyers ).

3. BUREBDOEENRERADIVR VI HBZERDICRATATAE—D—ZRELLTVD
B5. ZLDFITIT—H—hFL—yavP—ERZRHELTVBRIT7AN—DFIII TS v
T4 —LICTPITERATEXT,

(if an English teacher / for a lesson / to make / a listening exercise / needs a
native speaker ), he or she can access the Fiverr digital platform, where many gig
workers offer voice narration services.

HEDRVWEZ(CEAWNT., WOTHEDHDIIENTEZFITT—J(F. SHBEICE
TRVFLLMEBESEULUT, ITICKETRELTVETD,

TINH. ZO—ACAETRBERDERINTVLE YT, F7—hH—FEE L BA
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Z—tIZIF5NBVEVSEIENIB N ET, TNICKUKETIF. EFEMIFTITHED
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Listening Dictation 04
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Hailey, '( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) 9ig
work?

A little. *( ) ( ) ( ) ask?

Professor Bernstein mentioned it in this morning’s lecture.

It’s becoming ¥ ) ( ), right?

Yeah. That’s what he said.

X ) ( ) did he say about it?

He mentioned some *( ). For example, convenience. All you
need to start doing gig work is a smartphone.

| see. What about &( )?

Well, one minus point is that there is no ’( ) ( ) for gig
workers.

Speaking o5
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FL&LD,

@ Memo Space
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What do you think are the advantages and disadvantages of gig work?
| think one advantage is

Sure. And another advantage is
How about disadvantages?
One big disadvantage is

P A A A

Yes. And another one is

REICEFZHVT. HRBIDEXE—HITIRM - @A GO ESHERLTHEL &S,





