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HUMAN BEHAVIOR / KINDNESS )

Bﬂs Act of

Kindness at Ballpark

@I £D Before You Watch

Look at the title and photos, and then answer the questions.

1. Have you ever been to a baseball game or another sports event? What do you
remember most about it?
2. Have you ever done something kind for

someone else?
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Q@IIED 5oy's Act of Kindness at Ballpark

) Word Match

Match each word or phrase with the right definition below.

()1

()2

A~ AN AN N~ ~

) 3.
) 4.
) 5.
) 6.
) 7.
) 8.

. Things are getting more expensive because of inflation, and Japan is no
exception.

Baseball fans cherish the tradition of singing a song during the seventh-
inning stretch.

I was astounded when I heard my friend had won a free trip to Europe.
Mia happened to overhear her children planning a surprise party for her.
Free time has become a rare treasure in our busy, always-connected world.
It makes sense to use public transportation to help protect the environment.
Influencers often give away products to their followers on social media.

It doesn’t matter that you made a mistake; everyone makes mistakes.

® 2000

.

f. to be important or to have a significant effect on something
. something very valuable and special

to give something to someone for free )
very surprised or shocked by something, usually in a positive way

meaning that a rule applies to everyone or everything

to be logical, reasonable, or easy to understand

to love something or someone very much and want to keep or protect it /

them

to hear by chance what other people are saying when they are not talking

to you )

News
L)

B Getting the Gist (First Viewing) vﬁﬂtﬁ] g}%

Watch the video and choose five keywords that describe the main
ideas of the news story and use them as clues to write about it.

[

1. This news story is about
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E I (4] Getting into Details (Second Viewing) % &4 8810306

Watch or listen to the news again. Fill in the blanks and answer the

questions.
[&81-03]
Mavrice DuBois: Finally tonight, a pint-sized fan makes a big-league

play with the Phillies at home, and Steve Hartman On the
Road.

Steve Hartman: As you can tell from the
mad scrambles, just about
everyone at a Major League
Baseball game wants a
N )- And
nine-year-old Jameson

Pennings is no exception.
Jameson Pennings: 1 would just be super happy.

Hartman: In fact, Jameson so wanted a ball, earlier this month, his
parents bought tickets to a Philadelphia Phillies game, along
the third baseline, down near where the ball girl sometimes
tosses foul balls into the crowd. And sure enough, fifth
inning, that’s exactly ,( ).

Comprehension Check

pint-sized
FELHFEADHT)
INE TR

On the Road
CBSZ2—RADAK
Ea—<XK=1)
—DEA ML (&K
EMTIERER T5&
2EWVWWEE EEE
B3 —7+—)
mad scrambles
R—IVDRFTEDEL

=1

sure enough
EDE

getting a ball at a ballgame.
increase his chances of getting a foul ball.

inning of the game and Jameson caught it.

(.

1. (T / F) Jameson Pennings is a nine-year-old who did not care about
2. (T / F) Jameson'’s parents bought tickets near the first baseline to

3. (T / F) The ball girl tossed a foul ball into the crowd during the fifth

[#41-04]

Hartman: Parents, James and Eve Pennings...

James Pennings: He sat and he cherished it, and at one point, “Dad, is
that where the bat hit?”

James: “Oh yeah, that’s where the bat hit.”

at one point
ZDRR T
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Boy’s Act of Kindness at Ballpark
Hartman: And you thought he would cherish that forever?
James: Forever, yeah.
Hartman: But forever 5( ) a few innings.
James: 1'm still astounded.
Eve Pennings: I'm very proud of him.

Unbeknownst
to ~
~DH5EWNSBIC

Hartman: Unbeknownst to his parents,
earlier in the game, Jameson

overheard a woman talking to

~
Ll

that same ball girl. The woman

was hoping to get a foul ball

A ), Donna Morey, who was at the

game celebrating her 80th birthday. charm offensive
(R—ILHE5Z %
£310) hMbLE

Unfortunately, getting anyone on the field to toss youaball =~ EBTHEFOLED

. . . HEo3&L£TBHTE
is a charm offensive that heavily favors the young. Jameson .- cavily
knew the odds of an 80-year-old getting a ball were favors ~

5( ). So he walked over to her, ;%&E@m‘“ﬁw“
treasure in hand. the odds of ~

~DAkELE - FeE

Comprehension Check
S

4. (T / F) Jameson’s parents knew he would give his foul ball to someone
else.

5. (T / F) Older fans are more likely to get a foul ball from a ball girl.

6. (T / F) Jameson was going to give his foul ball to a woman who was
celebrating her 80th birthday.

(. v

[&31-05]

Donna Morey: 1 was so shocked. I just didn’t know what to say. It
was unbelievable to me. It really was. And I said, “Why are
you giving it to me?”

Jameson: 1 thought she is way older, and she can’t come to many way ~

more games, and I can go to more and get many more balls. ERE Bl

So...
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Hartman: So Donna 4( )-
Donna: 1t symbolizes goodness in this world.

Hartman: And Jameson is so glad she did. Because he says he’s
actually ,( ).

Comprehension Check

7. (T / F) The older woman was not surprised by the boy's act of kindness.
8. (T / F) Jameson gave his ball to the older fan because he thought she
might not have many chances to get one in the future.

people.

(.

9.(T/F) For Donna, Jameson's gift showed that kindness still exists in

[&31-06]
Hartman: Part of me says this doesn’t make sense, though. Youhad  though
. , MARTELSLTH~]
a ball. You gave it away. Now you're DEREAES
s( )-
Jameson: True, but I will leave feeling
really good about myself. So
does it really matter that I left
without a ball?
Hartman: How’s that for a game-winning sacrifice? How’s that for ~ ?
TnEEEI~LD
BOTLEDHD?

Jameson: 1 have a gift for you. Let me go grab it.
Hartman: Steve Hartman, On the Road...

Donna: For the ball!?

Jameson: Uh-huh.

Hartman: ... in Philadelphia.

Donna: Oh my gosh! Thank you!

game-winning
sacrifice
AEZRDDEOKE
R DBERITL (T
FEROBITILTED
DALNGEELDZEAD
feHIcFRI BSE
1% DT eRER)

go grab ~
~7ZE) 47 <



Q@IIED 5oy's Act of Kindness at Ballpark

10. (T / F) Jameson regretted giving the ball away because he no longer
had the ball.

11. (T / F) The reporter's comment suggests that Jameson'’s action was like
a sacrifice play in baseball.

EDI B Ssummary

Fill in the blanks. The first letter of each word is already provided.

@1-07

Most baseball fans hope to catch a foul ball at a game — and nine-year-old

Jameson Pennings was no ,( e )- When he finally got a ball, he
(¢ ) it, and carefully examined where the bat had hit. However,
he (o ) a conversation earlier about an 80-year-old woman

named Donna, who was celebrating her birthday. Her family was trying to get
her a ball, but had no luck. Realizing elderly fans have fewer chances of getting
a ball, Jameson decided to (g ) away his ball to Donna. His
father, James, was ( a ) by this selfless act. When asked if losing
the ball (m ), Jameson explained that it didnt make
s ) for him to keep it when Donna might not have many more
chances to get one. His happiness from helping someone else was far more

valuable than keeping the ( t )-
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T‘EI (3 Retelling the News Story 88105

Use the photos and words below as a guide to retell the news story.
Write your opinion and discuss it with your partner or group.

At a Phillies home game, nine-year-old Jameson caught a

A ). He planned to ( ) it
as a special ( ) forever.
However, earlier in the game, Jameson ( )

a woman asking for a foul ball for her mother’s

5( ). He gave the ball to the elderly lady. His
parents were ( ) by his selfless act, but
they were very ( ) of him.

When asked, Jameson explained that giving his ball

away didn't ) to him because making
someone else ( ) felt much better than
keeping it for himself.

m proud happy cherish

overheard treasure astounded

matter foul ball birthday




Q@IIED 5oy's Act of Kindness at Ballpark

3 -zl Conversation in Action #4100

Put the Japanese statements into English. Then listen to check your
answers.
Ryan: Watching a Major League game in Japan is *amazing!
Mia: *Yay!I can’t wait to see Ohtani and Yamamoto play!
Ryan: But our seats are way too far from home plate.
Mia: 1t doesn’t matter! The game *sold out. We're lucky we got tickets!

Ryan: *You know, ,

(IFLDFRDOEIIY V F— ADRET—ER—LF VRV 2FTIIANTZZ DD DB AT
Mia: , !
(FNUEDH =00 FTHRYICT 2 EWR)

Ryan: Yeah, my dad caught it for me. ;
(X ZNEMBONCDHIT SO D iR k)

Mia: Oh, the game is starting and Ohtani is *at bat.
Ryan & Mia: Go! Go! Let’s Go, Ohtani!

Word Help amazing: impressive; wonderful: The view from the mountain was amazing.
*Yay!: something you say to express joy, approval, or excitement

*sold out: all available tickets or products have been sold: The Taylor Swift Tour sold
out weeks ago.

*You know: used to introduce information: You know, the final exam is next week.

*at bat: when a baseball player is taking his turn to bat against a pitcher: Baseball fans
get excited whenever Ohtani is at bat.

13
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[5]' ) Critical Thinking

Discuss the following questions with your partner or group. Give
reasons to support your opinions.

-

Understanding the News

1.

Where was Jameson sitting at the baseball game? How did he get the foul
ball?

Why did Jameson decide to give away his foul ball?

Both Jameson and Donna left the ballgame with something special. Explain

what each of them gained.

What would you do?

1.
2.

Would you have given the ball away if you were Jameson?

Can you think of a time when giving something away or helping someone
made you feel better?

Have you ever received a gift from someone you didn’t know well? How

did it make you feel?




